
Message from the Conference Chairs 
 
For over a decade, the COMAD International Conference on  Management of Data, modeled along the 
lines of ACM SIGMOD, has  been the premier database conference hosted in India. It has been held on an 
approximately annual basis. This year, COMAD will be  held in New Delhi during December 14-16, in the 
beautiful campus of the Indian Institute of Technology, renowned for its world class education and 
research. New Delhi, the capital city of India is a fusion of the ancient and the modern. Delhi unwinds a 
picture rich with culture, architecture and human diversity, deep in history, monuments, museums, 
galleries, gardens and exotic shows. It generates a mesmerizing charm reflecting well-composed and 
spacious streets under the shade of beautifully lined avenues of trees and tall and imposing government 
buildings. 
 
The Call for Papers attracted 52 research submissions from 10 countries, reflecting COMAD's truly 
international character. Each paper was rigorously reviewed by three to five members of the program 
committee, which featured 48 experts in data management and mining, spanning 12 countries. After 
substantial and detailed discussions on the conference bulletin board, 13 high-quality papers, which are 
included in these proceedings, were selected for presentation at the conference. 
 
The paper entitled “A Concise Labeling Scheme for XML Data”, by Risi Thonangi from SETLabs, Infosys 
Technologies, was selected for the Best Paper award. The paper presents a novel idea for labeling XML 
documents based on a geometric interpretation of the document tree. The paper entitled “Statistical 
Analysis of Real XML Data Collections”, by Irena Mlynkova, Kamil Toman and Jaroslav Pokorny from 
Charles University in Prague, was selected for the Best Student Paper award. Their paper provides useful 
statistics about the structural properties of a variety of real-life XML data. 
 
We have three exciting keynotes by Drs. Dennis Shasha, Krithi Ramamritham, and Gerhard Weikum. 
Shasha’s talk entitled “StrangerDB: Safe Data Management with Untrusted Servers” focuses on how data 
can be secured on unsecured servers. Ramamritham will talk about “Taming the Dynamics of Distributed 
Data” while Weikum’s keynote is on “Information Search in Peer-to-Peer Systems”. We would like to 
thank them for graciously accepting our invitation for keynote amidst their busy schedule. 
 
This year's program features six tutorials on topics ranging from data mining to data grid, given by 
international experts. In addition, a special session featuring cutting-edge industrial system developers is 
also included in the program. 
 
We would like to thank all the members of the COMAD Organizing Committee and the COMAD Program 
Committee for generously contributing their time and expertise, ensuring a high-quality program of lasting 
value to the conference attendees. We are also grateful to the Microsoft Conference Management Tool 
(CMT) team for providing expert support in keeping the tool up and running at crucial times. To ensure 
wide visibility, these proceedings will be included in the SIGMOD on-line and CD-ROM archives.  
 
We would also like to acknowledge the support extended by Delhi College of Engineering, Netaji Subhash 
Institute of Technology Delhi, University of Delhi and the VLDB Foundation in organizing this event. 
 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to everyone to attend the COMAD 2006 conference in New 
Delhi and hope that you will find it a stimulating and invigorating experience. 
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