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FOREWORD

We have great pleasure in presenting to our readers, this
small volume as a Souvenir on the happy occasion of the Silver
Jubilee Celebrations of the Mahratta Education Fund, Madras.

The Souvenir consists practically of four parts. The first
gives us a brief History of the M. E. F. with a statement of the
progress it has been making all these years, the successive List
of Office Bearers and a list of Scholarship-holders whom it has
benefited by ils activities.

The second part is devoted to a brief account of the Eminent
Maharashtrians that have adorned South. India for the last one
hundred years and more. It is difficult for anybody to choose a
standard of eminence which would be acceptable to all; but we
have spared no pains to make the list as representative as possible
in the circumstances.

The third part consists of a few historical and cultural studies
contributed by our good friends, who have laboured long and
earnestly in their respective subjects. Some of these articles are
devoted to Literatufe, Art and Music; others are of Economic
interest � especially those relating to the Population Problem and
the Enquiry into the Economic condition of the people. We hope
that the articles will be of use to research workers and therefore
the volume will be found on the shelves of every Library � public
and private.

Last follows the list of Maharashtrian residents in the City of
Madras,  Brahmins, Kshatriyas and others!, giving over a thousand
names, which we trust will be of great value.

One may notice a few orpissions of portraits, which we wish
we could have given, if it had been pfissible to secure them in time.

In commemoration of the Silver Jubilee, a Meeting Hall is fe
be built on the site belonging to the Fund in Mowbray's Road,



tv

We are happy to announce that a. Marathi edition of the
Souvenir is being issued separately.

Many ladies and gentlemen have sacrificed their time and
energy to help us in this work; and to them all we tender our
heartiest thanks.

N R. KEDARI RAO,
Editor, Silver Jubilee Souveojr.

MADRAS,
11-12-1937.

T RAMACHANDRA RAO,
Cooveoer, Silver jubilee Cote>uittee.

Mylapore � known as tMaharashtra ¹rttts the plans and esti
mates of which have been approved by the Managing Committee
The Ground Plan and Front Elevation of the Hall are printed to
face pages 72 and 73 of this volume. It is hoped that the Hall
will be completed in a few months.
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GREETINGS

1. This is the hour ufien ive reioice,
The close of five and tsventv vears
Of service rendered to the poor,
In a bright and worthy manner.

2. A hundred youths and maidens young,
Whom chance had thrown the hapless among,
Rescued from a life of want and gloom,
Now claim a cheerful home.

3. Hail to those who won the glory,
Heroes and heroines of our story,
Pillars of a strong and mighty structure,
With,a bright and rosy futttre.

4. V/ith hopeful hearts and youthful store,
Of Energy and Faith as before,
The Fund shall do its duty blest,
The Lord wig do the rest.



Dewan Flail>adur R. KRISHNLSKA5tI RLO



X. VfÃiXYAKA. I4AO�<a., a.s �Advocate, Me.rba~
IIaaorary Henefnvw, ."M. Z, I'.. ll9I3-1987



The History
OF

The Mahratta Education Fund, Madras
FOR

ITS FIRST TWENTY-FIVE YEARS

By
Mr. E. VINAYAKA ROW, B.A., B. L.

Honorary Secretary, Mahratta Education Fund, from 1912 to f957
Advocate, Madras.

We are deeply indebted to Mr. E, Vinayaka Rao for this tong and
dtumfnating artier deahng urith' the History of the Mahrafta Education. Fund
and allied 1nstitutions. No one is better quatified for the' task than Mr. E.
Vinayaka Rao who has been the Hon, Secretary of the Fund, unanimously
elected for the last tutcnty-fiv years conbnuously from 1812 to JN7,� Ed.

INTRODUCTORY.
With a prayerful heart, I rejoice that I am vouchsafed the pleasure of

writing the history of the Mshratta Education Fund for the 6ret quarter
af a century of its useful existence. In presenting this history; IahsH only be
partially redeeming my debt of gratitude to the members of the Fund for the
uniform kindness, unfailing co-operation, snd cordial affection which they have
always shown me.

TAN JORE
The reader msy be interested to know something about the main currents

of +bought that ushered th'e Fund into ex':stence. Born in 1891 almost within
s stone'e throw of the Palace walls at Tanjore snd brought up in what msy
be well regarded ss sn ideal atmosphere typical of the beat culture and tradi-
tions of Tanjore, early in life I became intimately familiar with the condi-
tions of life of the Mahratta community of Tanjore.

Some of the Msharsnees, wives of the late H, H. Sivsji Maharaja, Cho
last ruler of Tanjore, were living in seclusion in the palace enjoying their
modest pensions and decent incomes from their private pr'operties. Several
other members of the Royal Family were also living in the Palace. The good
old forms were kept up, though they were only the tattered remnants of
the old magni6cenee and splendour. A few elephants were still swaying in
the outer courtyard. Morning snd evening the play of Nawbst and Nagara
went on ss usual iu the front gate of the Palace. The armed sentinels stood
at the main entrance leading to the inner quadrangles from dsy to day, look-
ing with philosophic indifference on the covered vehicles conveyfmg goshu



ladies related to the members of the Royal family, and moving ln and out
drawn by pairs of horses or psfjs of bullock. A few hqlf-sleepy cepoye wens
furbichjng .up now and then the pieces of Sre-arms and military accoutre-
ments that were left in the armoury. A fcw learned pandiis were working in
the Ssracwathi Mahal Library, deciphering snd copying the famous old
manuscripts in palm leaves and crumbling old country paper. In another
suite of rooms, dusty old record bundles were arranged and rearranged and a
few clerks were leisurely examining the musty old papers snd cadjans to un-
earth the palace copy, of some ancient grant, or pedigree, or order of prece-
dence or point of cereroonial. The Royal tra'ditions were kept up, though
on a very reduced scale. The astrologer, the doctor, the musie.'sn snd the
scholar each had his chare of Palace patronage in such measure ac the depleted
finsnccc could permit. The Palace was not then open to the mere tourist
and sight-seer. The big hall contain'ng full-sise paintings of the Maharajahs
of Tanjore from 1676 to 1855 wac eloquent in its very cilpncc snd the pic-
iures seemed to tell ihe sad story of ihe r.'se and fall of the Tsnjore Rsj. Day
in snd day out, the old watchman st the main entrance rang the hour bell
with melancholy precision, announcing ac it were the hourly receding into the
dim past of the palmy days that were. One after another the old Rsnees passed
sway. So did many other members of the Royal family.. The end of one
establishment meant the destitution of s large number, of families of clerks,
dependents and poor relatives and a diminution of patronage to s number of
pundits, priests, doctors, musicians, painters and the followers of Sne arts.
This side of Tanjore history made a dccp impression on me ac I had frequent
opportunities of going into the Palace and spending hours at a time within
ltc walls.

I .vividly remember with gratitude the long historical accounts which
I had about, Tanjore affairs from several old farhily friends. One of themi
happily alive now, is closely related to the Royal family and gavel very
faithful accounts of the last days of Sivaji and tfie cultural history of
Tanjore after the annexation in 1855. With the decline of the fortunes of
the Royal House began also the decline of the fortunes of the nobilrty,
Brahman, Kshattriya, snd others. Outside i,he Palace walls the story of
Tsnjore wac not less melancholy.' By temperament snd equipment, the noble
houses of Tanjore were not ready to change over to the new Ader of things
which the Annexation meant. One after another, the noble houses went
down, their mansions were mortgaged, their lands were alienated, and their
sons and daughters were driven to a life of chill penury. Q was most painful
to see this slow but sure grinding of good, noble and gsneroqs men and women,
whose only fault wss that the new times sprang upon them with lightning
speed and they were not alert enough tc save themsejv'ss.

The condition of the commoners was not so bad. But it wac bsd enougli.
A few fsmiTies had already gone out of Tsnjore and hsd oJ>tained good situa-
tions in British service and in Indian Stated. Many of them won 'laurels as
administrators and edueationjeis, On account of their ability aed high



character, the Mshratta Conunumty returned the universal esteem cnd mspect
in which it hsd been held. They still regarded Tanjore ae their headquarters
and hoped to spend their last days after retirement in their dear old city.
Many middle class families at Tanjore continued the cultural traditions. In
most middle class homes there wss music of one kind or another. In theii
leisure hours men loved to sing to the accompaniment of the melodious
Thambur. Some practised on the Mridanga, some on the Veens, and some
others on the Goto Vsdhya. Thc Gsnapathi festival, snnuaHy celebrated in
West Main btreet, attracted huge crowds of music lovers, when men rivalled
with one another to show their skill. The love of the fine arts among the
common folk gave ample opportunities to professioual musicians, pipers,
bandsmen, the exponents of the famous srt of Bharsts petya, pith workers,
flor.'ets, etc., to distinguish themselves. The great Maharashtrisn scholars
pursued their studies in Sanskrit and Marathi, largely depending upon their
modest private incomes. Every year, Maharashtriana from sll over India
halted at Tanjorg on their way to Rameswsr. At Tsnjore they slwsyc had a
warnr welcome. Such of them as were musicians gave their performances snd
listened to Tanjore music with rapt attention and sll hsd enormous cultural
gains. Such of them ss were Sanskrit or Marsthi scholars gave snd listened
to many discourses, to mutual advantage. After the famous Vishnu. Bavs
Morgaumksr made his famous Kirtanc at Tsnjore, year after year, s regular
stream of Kirtsnkars 'from sll over India visited Tanjore and blessed the
people with their kirtans, snd they in turn received the homage of the people
snd their patronage, which in terms of money continued to diminish with the
.decrease in the material resources of the people, Men like Rajwsde came snd
collected Marsthi manuscripts of historical value. I have myself listened to
many Marathi kirtans of the famous Ramachandrs Bava of Bensres snd
attended some of the musical performances snd Bhsrats Natysmc of some
of the celebrities in their respective arts. I saw before my eyes all this
sweetness snd sll this grandeur passing sway, with nothing worth mentiomng
to take its place.

In my own house where I spent most of my vacations, the morning pro
grsmme included s group study of some great Marsthi classic like Deca bodb,
Gnaneswari, Ekanathewami'e Rsmayana, etc. Verse by verse these great
books were read and explained in Marathi to s large group of listeners'young
.and old. Every Saturday and every Ekadssi there wss Marathi Bhajan.
The sound of the cymbal snd chipri used to fill my soul with inexpressible
joy. My own grand-aunt, who by the way did not know to read or write,
knew by heart literally hundreds of Abhangc, Padac, Ovis, Bhupslis, ctc.,
which she used to sing every morfuug in most delightful tunes. The cult of
Pandharpur,was verily a living reality. Ia the bhajana hall, over the pictures
.of. Rema and Krishna there hung<he pCrtrsit with only the loin cloth of
Sri Samarth Ramdas Swami. The stery was often repeated to me, snd every
time I loved to listen to it with the same joy, as to how Ramdas Swami curse
all the way to Tanjore, when there were no railways to found the Big Mutt
st Taujore. I loved to see the copy of the great Dasabodh written or used by



Ram>les himself still happily p>'cservcd by the family m charge of thc Afutt.
I knew that this great saint was the spiritual guru of thc great Sivaji hm>
self. I remeniber the occasion»l»n tlie Siva>i jan>i>othsav was celebrate>1 at
Tanjore. The picture is unforgottablc. The, portrait of thc great nat>onal
hero was put in a howdah on a Relace clcphant. Thcrc were camels, horace
snrl uniformrrl ritsinrrs in front, 'I'he Palace nobles idcluding the tive
gramlsons of the last ruler walked in procession, s,long with a large crowd
of Maharashtrian and non-Maharashtr>an c>tizcns. 'I'o iny young mind 1>fah-
ratta h>story and Mahratta traditions aiq»iri il s new meaning and
a, new fascination. The rapidly growing impoverishment o  the community
and tho intellectual stagnation and decay that appeared to have set in had
also a pathetic significance to me. A good many old families had lost. »11
and were leaving Tanjorc for goo>1 in scarcli of ciiqiloynient clsewhcrc. IVith
thc >r>eagre knowledge of Mahratta history that a boy of sixteen coul<1 h>tve
had in 1907, I had a special sense of pride >n being a Ivlaharashtrian. At tl>e
same time, I had a passionate desire to understand morc th'e hist>>ry an>j the,
problmim of iny cuuiiuuniiy and to do my bit of serv>ce to stem thc advancing
tides of economic distress snd intellectual decay and to arrest thc process of
regression from true Maharasl>tria>i culture and traditions which had already
sct in.

EARLIER INSTITUTIONS

Before beginni»g tl>c hisiory of the Mahratta Education Fund it will be
appropriate to give here brief accounts ol thc history snd activities of ihe
previous institutions that strove fur the imprnvimrnt, rif ilia ltfsrsthi language
and for the preservation of Nfaharaslitriaii culture and traditions in South
Imli a.

TIIE ikfARATEII VACHAN MANDIR, T'AN,I !RE
iNaturally the earliest, atlmupt in this direction was the onc mails a>t

Tanjore in the Eighties of the last century. I urn informed that the attempt
then made v;as to have a cef>tral organ>sat>on at Tanjorr for the benefit of
the coinmunitv and it functioned for some tiii>e, v;ithout leaving any perma-
nent results. The details arc not available. After Ihat failure, some enthusi-
astic ladies and gentlemen again organised an institution calle>1 the ' Marathi
Vachan Mandir ' at Tanjore. This institution wss running reading classes
fnr adult uien and women, where Marathi classic~ were road and explained.
It was also running a free Marathi Ciirls Schuol where instruction ives givin
in Marathi by a paid teacher assi>>ted by a few voluntary teachers. Under
the inspiring gnidance iif Ran Rabadur th Nagojec Row, who >vas then Ins-
pcctof of Schools at Tanjore, the Man>y>r was conducting A1»rathi classes for
t>hc bcncfit nf boys and girls reading in the recognised scliouls at Tanjore. the
>lassie heing hei>1 >very Saturday and Sunday for t>io liours in tlat inoruing
in onc certral place By 1910 these classes had ceased to be beld aml thi.



reading classes for adults had beers praciiiially discoiiliiiued. Tlie girL>'
school alone was being conducted on a sinall scale owing to the indomitable
energy and enthusiasm of Rao Saheb T. Sambamurthi Rso,  the author of thc
Marathi inscriptions of the Tanjore temple! and his talented wife.

THE MADRAS MAIIRATTA ASSOCIATION, 1888
Perllaps about the same time, a big attempt v as made on tire same lines

at Madras. The Madras Mahratta Association which appeared to have bccn
founded in 1883 had eca.erl to work, hnt it was revived in 1888. I obtained
full particulars of this institution some time after the founding of the Mah-
ratta Education I'und. In 1913 I had personal conversations with Mr. T.
Vcnkasami Rao, who was the Secretary of the Madras Mahratta Association
in 1888. He ives good enough to put into my hands the only printed copy
available of a schciiic for the rcorganisation on a proper basis of the Madras
Mahratta Association which wss put bei'ore the public by hini in Nay 1889.
The copy is prcscrved by thc Fund and forms very interesting reading. But
he ives not in a position to give me a copy of the rules of the said Associa-
tion. By pure accident. I goi, a copy of the rules in July 1937 and I found it
as interesting as it wss instructivc.

The following ivere the office-bearers
Patrons�

 I! A. A. Srinivasa Rao Saheb Esqv Jogirdur u/ Arni.
 9! Rajah Sir T. Madhava Rao, rr.o.s.r.

President� �! Deivan Bahndur R. Raghunatha Ran
Fice-Presidcnts�

�! Dewan
�! Mr. K
�! � A
�! � T
 8! e R
 9! �C

�0! �T

Bahadur T. Vcnkaswami Rao
Rajah Rau
Rainachandra Rao
Range Rao
Balajee Ra,o, n.i..
Rainachandra Rao Saheb, u.i..
Rainachandra Rao

llIancginrJ Committee
�1! Mr,
�9!
�3!
�4!
�5!
�6!
�7!
�8!

D. Itania Rao
C. Ramachandra Rao, n..i., n.m
T. M. Annaswamf Rao
C. llsnumafitlm Rao
Bslvant Triiftbuck Sshasrabudhe
A. Raghaven<lra Rao
A. Sai'vilt!lfiiiill Rflo
M. Balakrislinn Rao



Secretary� �9! Mr. T. Vcnkaswami Ijso
Treasurer�

�0! Mr. A. Raghavendra Rao
In addition to the above 20 office-bearers, there are 41 names in the list

of ordinary members. I find among the ord nary meurbers here, Mr. P.
Ramachandra Rao, s.a., who later on did yeoman service to the Fund ae
Vice-President, Mr. D. R. Balajee Rao who became one of the life members
of the Fund and wss s Vice-President for some time, Mr. T. Rangaewami
Rao who became s Patron of the Fund snd whose executors made a munifi-
cent endowment to the Fund ear-marked for the S. S. Raghavendra Rao Ele-
mentary School, and Mr. Kaehiraeagar Rajagopala Rao who happily, is still
a member of the Fu'nd and most appropriately responded to the toast of the
community on the occasion of the Foundation Day in 1937.

The object of the Association was to encourage Msrathi Literature by'
 i! Holding meetings and discussions in Msrsthi in view to the gradual

development of the language.
 ii! Opening a Library and Reading Room
 iii! Delivering occasional lectures.
 iv! Awarding prices for Msrathi Literary productions.
 v! Establishing schools for regular instruction, for preparing students

to make Msrathi their Vernacular in the. University Examina-
tions.

An Association started under such influential auspices with brilliant men
in charge of the rnansgernent, when the community wss in aflhmnt circum-
stances and the mother tongue was spoken in a much purer form than now,
could uot but have produced some positive results. They were able to persuade
the University of Madras to include Marathi as s subject for examination
from the Mstriculat'ion to the M. A. Degree Examination. Be it noted that
at that time such a recognition had not been accorded to Marathi gven by
the Bombay University. Secondly, they started a middle school in Rajah
IIanumanths Lais Street, Triplicane, where there were classes from the infsut
standard to the third form. In this school an attempt wae made to teach
everything in Marathi. The library wse located in the School premises and
sll the meetings were held there.

The Association presented an address to Hie Highness the Maharajah of
Trsvsncore on 26 � 2 � lggg Both the address gnd the reply to it contain
very touching sentiments snd I thin!f I may appropriately give the same here
fu extenso:

' Mhv IT rLEAsu Yor n Hrourruss,
"IVe, the Members of the Marlrss Mshraita Association, thus walt on

Your Highbess, with the uttnost corcliality snd respect, to welcome



Your Highness to this Southern Capital of In<lie, !pith unfeigned plrasure
v;e recognise in Your Highness the rcprcsrniativr nf one of the most ancient
Hindu Royal liouscs. Your bcautii'ul nnrl ever-grccn country is still the homo
of u lmppy, contented anrl loyal population. Your Highness is the ivorthy
successor of a series of rulers renowned for learning, rcfinenient, piety and
henovolent solicitude for the wcHarc <if their sulijccts. Yon have alrearly
variously manifcste<1 your <vice resolve to maintain thc high character of the
Travancorr administration, and to help on the progress of your subjerts by
every mesne ivliich Provirlenre has placed in your hanrls. Yfc have. every
nssurance that the highest object of your ambition ig to olitain thr Io«nt'
your people. biay the niild radiance of your countenance sliine on your coun-
try;md bc a blessing to it for a, long series of years..May al! your wishes,
;ic:< paternal ruler, be fully crowned with success. Yf<i sc members of the
Marathi naii<inalii,y, riaturally derive atisfaction and pride from the <vell-
kuuwu circun<stanccs that I.hr: bfarathi language has been the adopted langu-
age of succersive rulers of Travanrore, and tlmt several Mahrattn gentlemen
have been among their most faiiliful arul ilevotuil Minister: � the last and
noi iho least, of whoiu is Your Highness's present Deivan. IY<th sentiincnts
of profound resprct and esteerll< arid wl<I1 ielielatc<'I hest <vis!les wc ferns'irii

Thc Memberc of the Ifahratta Association.u

His Highness replied;�
u Gg<<vr.zxrur<<

I will begin my reply to ynur address at the point <<here ynu eonclurled
it. As I kaid at Tanjore, the Southern home of the 'Afahrattas< the State of
Travancorc is nnich indebted to your intellectual race for come of the hest
Dewans who hare adniiuistere<1 its affairs and to none niorc than to thc dis-
tinguished politician, Sir bfadhava Bao, ivho came into Travanrore a scholar
an<1 left, it a, state,man of renov'n, Iu carry inlo thc service of two Surer<<ignis
successively of liis u<vn race, thc benefit of tlie knuwledge and exlicrience he
I<ad acquired in the land of the Perumais, which he had first stamped with
the im'pr< ac of his gcnins nnd sound practical wicdom co indelibly that firteen
years of other administrations have lefi, unshnken the foundaiionc of good
governnient, which hc harl laid rleep and broach In selecting Ranm Rao as
my Dewan, I am free to confess that I wac not moved so niuch by the fact
of hi= being a Afaluatta, and a, relation of Sir Maditava Rao, as by the fact
that hc, was hi. apt pupil and co-adjutor, who, after him, had adm'nistered
large divisions so suocessfully tliat I felt he v<as the best fitted to assisi, me
to build on thc liucs wlrich his distiuguishc<1 rclaiive I<ad laid <lown, aml
which his Royal pupils, my illustrious predecescors and their administrators,
Imd been glad tn <cork upon. You lmve evoked the expressinn of this senti-
rnent by tho allusion made in your address, and I am glori you, ha<re given
me tlie uppuri,uriity uf Ihus publicly ackrunvle<lging rhc gratitude I owe Ior
services rendered to my prcderecsorc � services whibh have rendered my own
duties to my subjects comparatively easy. I wish it, however, to he distinctly



understood that I do not by any means underrate the services of those who
followed him in offi, one of whom, i<is ivorthy class-mate and frien<l, is
nobly doing for Pudukoiah <chai Sir Afndf<av Rao did for Travancore, Hav-
ing discliarged this dnty, I will now proceed, Oentlemen, to thank you, an<1
tlmt I do niost sincerely, for all the kindly scntiuicnts you lmve so feelingly
cxlircsse<l. I ani very happy in<lead to lieve the pleasure of niecting you here.
Allow ine m return to wish you lmppiness and every prosperity. A nation
with a history like yours, which can in thc present day, i>ro<luce such re<nark
nble men as Rajali Sir T. Medi<ave ltao, Dewan Balmdur Raghunathw Ran
and others, whom I have lately met in Tanlore and Poona, need have no fear
ot' being beaten in. the great. race for a position in the front ranks of civilixa-
tion, which is vigorously being run all over India."

In May 1889, the Secretary of that Association <nude an attempt io orga-
nise a Central Association <rhich was not successful. He told mc with sor-
row that gradually the «ork of flic Association dv;indled, the Library fell into
disuse and the school had to be closed down after a few years of lingermg
exiitence. There was not nionoy enough aml tliere werc not pupil enough
to run the institution even es a primary school. Soon tlie Associuiiun passed
into the limbo of oblivion. I have often wondered why an Association started
under such influential and wealthy auspices and in times so propitious should
have failed so soon. But it is a pity that it did faiL

THE SOUTH INDIAN MAHRATTA BRAHMINS ASSOCIATION,
MADRAS

F,ong after the failure of the Madras Mahratta Asrociaiion, another efFort
was made to orgamsr. the communitv for its general advancement, by Mr P.
Ramaehandra ttao, who started the South Indian Mahratta Bralimins Asso-
ciation, Madras. I had the pleasure of discussing with I<fr. P. Rainaclmndra
kao long after the 81ahratta Education I"und itself wins started a copy of the
Mrmorsn<fum and Ariicl<s of, Association of the .South Indian Mahratta
Brahmins' Ass<>ciaiion. Ife told me that notwithstanding his best efl'orts the
Association had failed though the objects were quite compreh< ac'.vc as re-
gards the develulmient and preservation uf the Mnrathi language and cul-
ture and its usages and traditions. The experience gained by Mr. P. Raina-
chandra Rao in the working of this Association was, how<ver, of considerable
use to ihc Mahraita Edutstion Fund of which hc wus the first Vice-President,
for nearly eight years.

THE MAHARASHTRA SABHA, MADRAS
Yct another Madras Association that blossomed for a brief <chile and

thereafter ceased to live was the Maharaslitra Sabha, A'ladras. On 18-10-1904
the'Dasara day of tlie year, u few Maharashtrians living in and around Tripli-
cane met together and started the Malmrashtra Subhc,, Mu<fras with thc ob-
ject of bringing together the scattered members of the Msraihi sp<.aking
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community anrl io enronrage the stuily of Mars hi language and literature.
Dewan Baliadur R. Raghunatha Rso, van elected President, though he hail
by then p<rnmn<ntly s<rtl<d doivn at Knmbal onaiu. Thc nicinlicrship ives
not lar>e and ihe Sabin arrango<1 for occasion>it lrcturc nnd rondnrt<d a read-
ing rormi snh rriliing for thc Hindu nnd tlie Keso>g newspapers. The Sabha
ivas located in a rcntcd rooin in the Davanotsava Bnngalmv at, Trfl>li<an<.
A small Efat'sthi Library i<as ihnein nnintnincd for some time. Kirtans in
kfarathi ivcrc arranged iiuenever tlicrc. >vas s, sui>able opportimity. Sivaji
Jnnmotsav iva. celebrated for al>out four years In 1909 thc Indian National
C<ii>gross v as held at Madra, and Dewan 13ahadur K. Krishnasivan>y Rao was
thc Chairman of tlie Reception Con>>uiitee. Mr.  . K. <lokhslc att<nded this
Congress. Tiic Sabha invit<il Mr. Gokiialc to tcn anil there wss a, reception
sccordnl to him. In April 1909 sIr. P. Rainachandra Rao prcsidcd ov<r a
function >chen prizes iverc distributed to girLs wtm showed profieicncy in
Efarathi. Notwithstamiiny il>c encouraging .tart, thc cnthnsiasm for the amis
aiul objects of tl>e Sablia <vened and in the eouvsc of 1909 the Sabha ceased
to function and by arne defunct.

I IARATHI >IAKDALI, KGEIBAKONAilf
In 1907 I joined the Government College at Kumbakonam. A fcu fricnrls

invited me to attend a ni<eiing of th< Marsthi slee<tali that had just beon
star cd. The veteran leader De>van Bahadur R. Raghunatha Rao, of rei-<red
mnnory, ws.s the Yrosident. H>s grandson w'as a class-matc of mine
and so I had. fre<luciit, <ipporiuniti<,s <if m« ting the Grand Old klan.
IIe atti'nailed the meetings of the '>1andali and moved with the
yonng mcn as if he were onc of tim>n and wi h<iut >my reserve. Tho
object, of ttic >Elandali ives to enrourage th< i>inly of Mari>tt>i
arid io arrange for meetings and <1cbate. tor the benefit of itic young
mcn of the co>i>munity.. '1'herc >vas an apology of a rca<bng ro<im. ln my
opinior> tlic best, part, of its work i<as ihe frequet>t opportunitic. young nicn
had to hav<. long and intimate talk. with their Prc ident thc great in>der snd
a ah>amen. Personally I benefited a prost deal. Seine oi us ilcsircd inm to
teach us the elements of politics. Ilc, t >ught us several pass>le. from Rimkr's
Reflrctions on the 1'ranch Rovolution in Ins ov:n mimitnhlc marmer, ennrh-
ing th<. runvei etio>is w i>i> porsonul anecdote<. In thea<. conversations we
l<turnt from him a great nmny tliings in Mahratta history. His illuminating
talks on inauy aspects of Mahratta cultur< 'harl a. sp<cial value as he was a
practical msn o  action with profrcsaiie i<t as and oi' an intensely religious
dispo iiiou. His ives one of tho formative influences tliat lcd inc to thc work
of tlie Funil and I am m.er gratcfnl' to him for all that hc had done for me.
I left Ku>nhakonam in .farmery 1909'to join Pachaiyappa's College, .<fadras
for mv B A. Course. I heard trom my frien<Ls that the work of thc Afar<> !ii
Mandali gradually declined and had ceased to fuin'tion about the cnd of
1909.
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THE BEOINNINGS OF THE FUND
While I wse at College I read many books on lviahrstta History and

th'e enthusiasm which I had as s member of the Marathi Msndsli, Kumba-
konsm continued to grow though I could not then take any part in sny such
activities for there were none at Madras. After I graduated in April 1911,
I spent s good deal of my leisure to consider the question of organising the
community for meeting effectively the economic, educational snd cultural
problems which called for urgent solution. I had several discussions with
prominent men of the comruunity in and out of Madras snd I hsd also talks
with many men, young and old, rich and poor, who occupied different stations
in life. I tried to understand from persons wbo were connected with the
previous institutions the nature of their objects and activities and tried to
discover the reasons for their failure. In n>utters of this kind the historical
'outlook is specially valuable. After nearly a year'4 work I came to certain
tentative conclusions:�

 c! Immediate provision should be made for the educational sdvabce-
ment of the community eo that every one, rich or poor, received enough of-
educstion, general or technical, to make s decent start in life.

 b! Economic amelioration should be striven for by the promotion of
thrift, the spread of co-operative ideas, the diffusion of modern ideas among
men snd women, and above sll the spread of s sincere desire to render un-
selfish social service among the men and women of the community

 c! The scattered members of the community had to be organreed on
a ProvinciaL basis with Headquarters at Madras and Branches' in digerent
mofuseil eentree, and periodical meetings and gatherings should bc arranged
for to celebrate all festive occasions and tc give oppoltunitice for social inter-
course to have Kirtsne snd Bhajane in Marathi.

 d! The study of Msrathi should be encouraged by maintaining libra-
ries and reading rooms' and providing in some measure for Marathi instruc-
tion in recognised aided schools.

THE FOUNDATION OF THE FUND
13th September Ipfg

I invited s few leading Mahrstta gentlemen of Madras to meet together
'at, 4 p.m., on the 16th September 1912 at the residence of Rao Ssheb P. Rarna-
chandra Rso at Egmore, to hear my suggestions on the lines mentioned above
and to see what could bc done for thc bcttcrmcnt of the community. The
fpllowing gentlemen were present:�

 I! Dewan Bshsdur K. Kriehnsewsmi Rso, c.r,z., Retired Dercon of
Trsvsncore.

�! Rso Saheb>. Ramaehsndra Rao, Chief Interpreter, High Court.
�! Mr. T. V. Thuljaram Rao, Proprietor, Scottish Prese, Madras.
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�! Mr. A. Krishnasivmm Rao, f>tn Eros«uer vf Amount<, Account-
ant-General'. Ofhce, <Madras.

�! igfr. S Sankara Rao..i roiirdunt, I'.IVD., hladras Division.
�! Mr P Ragbava I so, fir <re f 7'ohi<hfcr Mailra .
�! Mr. T. T. Bhsvanisivanii Itao, n.x., mv. Firit As; I!tant, glaitrasa-

<-A«sni, Alaiiias
ISI Mr. P. Subba 11«o, M'<dias ltecorils Office.
 9l Air R. I akslumina Rao, Head Clerk, Revenue Board, 31 idras.

�0! Mr. C. Bheenla Itao, J v!Cilcr, Soivcarpct, ALsdras.
�1! Nlr S. igl. Punathambckar, Asst Superintendent, C. N. Tedmical

Institute, yepery.
�2! ihfr. R. Krishna Rao, "Juno>a House, ' hlylapore.
�3! Mr. E. Vinayaka ltao, Lecture< in Afathcmctio<, I'achaiappa's

Coll ge, Ala bus.
D uau Bahndur K. Kiishnasivami Rao i<as voted to the Chair. Thc

 'llaiiunan Called upon me to pl«cc. beiorc the InCCting lny Suggc,tlnne and
.schen>c oi ivork. I stated in broad outline the niain aspects of thc problem,
my tcritative conclusions aforesaid and the lines- on ulucb solutions
sh<lul<l hc atterupted. After a full  hseussion in ivhicli every. one participated,
it ives unaniniously resolved to start inbuediately an institution for the pur-
po cs aforesaid. Tho rate of subscription i<as fixed st, one pie in the Rupee
ot a member's income. A committoe ives appointed to cnrol members, to col-
lect funds, to mvite suggestion, froin all over thc Province an<1 to convene
a bigger meeting to cttic finally thc d tails as ro ards the n:imc, officc-bearers,
ctc. The fir'st committee cons< tcd of Alr. T. T. Bhavan<s«anu I ;m, u..i., m' r.>
Air. It. Krishna Rso, n.«., ihlr, C. 13!iceirm R«o and Mr. E. Vinayska ltao, ann<
ivith Nlr. F.. Vinayaka Rso iis the llonorsry Secretary. Thi s ives born tlic
1 fahratta Education Fund anil I er.tered upon my duties ss its lrirst Honorary
Secretary.

THE GENERAL IIEETING ON 2 � 2 � 1913
To consider thc Report of ivork dane by the Conimlttee and ttic sug-

ge.tion. sent by inofusml gcn leman, to frarric a, consutution iind to clcct
offl 'e-beat'cl's, a    'neral Alectmg ives hchi at 3-30 p m, on Sunday 2nd Febru-
ary 1913 ivith Dc<van Balmdur K. Krislumsivann Rao in ttic chair. Tlic
eilg c.tions rccmvcd fronl nwfussil nlcmbcrs and synq>ilthiscr >vere re<Id out
and then an <n<ercsung discussion iolhnved. It vms said that the ohi Maiia-
r;<ah ra Sabha might be revived and *he neu objects proposed for tile Irund
loco<'tall«tc<t ln tllc otl>ccts of the oklel' a<sec at<oil. Anothel' 1 uggcstlon ives
made that thc development oi Marffthi language arid Literarure should be thc
chi i' object, of the Irund ariil shout� be giicn the po i ion of pmniary im-
portanc<c It iia also su 3<'st«' t tiiat s!ice<'I<l nl'Ilier't<'lice h<lilh! tii glvi'n <5
Prmlary education. Ail these point. Oi vice; iv<re discussed at g«u<t lcngtli
aml thc couclusion ivas al'I'Iced at tllat tlm obiccts clause ot thc Fund sboulii
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be drawn up in n simple snd elastic form so that sll the legitimate sctivitjee
of the Fund on the linea mentioned above could be covered. As finally drawn
up the object of the Fund was stated ss foiiows:�

"The object of the Fund shall be to affor facilities for the education
of Mahratts youths in the Madras Presidency snd the province of Mysore
by meeting their College and School fees, snd if funds perinit by arranging
for their boarding snd lodging, snd also to encourage the study of Msrathi."

A set of simple and elastic rules wss also framed.
Out of several competing names suggested, the name " .The MshrfLtts

Education Fund" wss accepted ss the most suitable snd expressive of the
objects and methods of work adopted by the Fund. A Board of Directors of
19 members, of whom 12 were permanently residing out of Madras, was con-
stituted. The Fund wss organised on s province-wide basis. From the sta*,
great stress wss laid on the most meticulous accounting snd audit, snd no
one csn deny that this is one of the bed rocks an which the Fund's progress
and prosperity sre founded. Thus wss the new vessel christened, declared
ses-worthy snd put out on the high seas, manned by a crew of seasoned
seamen.

AFTER THE INAUGURATION OF THE FUND
The McrotM Scapi, Kodros

Those who wished to give primary itnportance to the devhlopment of
Marattd among the objects of the Fund began to press forward their pro-
posal insistently. My request that they should wait for sometime before
anything tangible can 1>e achieved in that direction did not meet with s
favourable reception at their hands. A few gentlemen. belonging to the old
Mahersshtra Sabha and a few others who were for immediate language work
on s large scale jotned forces. Their point of view wss pressed with mush
vigour snd clarity by s Committee member; but the Managing Committee,
decided that the Fund should not start on new schemes of worls when success
wss not reasonably assured with the resources then st their dispossh I sug-
gested that s separate association msy, if necessary, be formed with the sole
object of encouraging the study of Marsthi.,If it succeeded, the community
would undoubtedly gain, and if it did not, the other objects of the Fund which
were equally important would not be adversely affected. My suggestion was
accepted snd a separate institution wss started under the name "Msrsthi
Ssngh" at Triplicene. I was asked'to be the Secretary of thht institution also,
but I was unable to accede to the requegt, ss the responsibility of beiug the
Honorary Secretary of two institutions, lath in their infant stages snd requiring
a great deal of attention, would have been too heavy for me. I was, however, a
member of the Managing Committee of thc Ssngh snd continued to serve in
that capacity as long ss the Saugh was alive. During its short existence of
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about s couple of years, it did useful work in arranging for periodical meetings
snd debates where the proceedings were mostly in Marathi. It also made some
e'fforte, though unsuccessfully, to get back the small library which the Sabha
had and the balance of the moneys in the hands of the Treasurer of the Sabha.
But for want of the requisite enthusiasm the Ssngh ceased to exist.

THE FIRST MAHARASHTRA ASSOCIATION, MADRAS.
Before resuming the narrative of the progress of the Ii'und, I must re

very briedy, the history of another Maharashtrian institution which wae start-
ed in 1918 and worked for Qve years.

After the Msrsthi Ssngh ceased to function, the idea of doing something
exclusively for the promotion of Msrathi wae revived in 1917 snd sn attempt
wsg made to establish s Msrsthi Library in Triplicsne. After one or two
meetings, sn association called the "Msrathi Library Association" wse form-
ed. Those connec'ted with it thought of running s free Msrsthi Girls School
st Triplicane, teaching only English and Msrathi. The name of the associa-
tion was therefore changed to " The Msrathi Girls School Association ". After
some months even that name wss dropped snd the name "Mshsrsshtrs Asso-
ciation," Triplicane, wse adopted. Though originally started with a view to
concentrate on the work of encouraging the study of Msrsthi, running s library,
and running a free Giale School, the Mshsrsehtrs Aseociation developed same
other activities and formed the following sections: the Mshils Sangh, the
Young Men's Branch and the Arts Section. Several members of the Fund were

' also members of the Association snd gave considerable finsncisl support to it.
I wac unable to join the Association ae s member, though I attended most of
the dramas staged by them snd their functions to which I wae invited. Seve-
ral of my friendd also did 80.

In 1919, ihe Msrsthi-English Free Girls School hsd s strength of 84 pupils
with one Teacher. Rent, establishment snd other charges came to Rc. 581-10-9
that year, but it was practically impossible for one teacher to handle sll the
classes. The expenditure had to be mei, from members' eubscriptions which
for various reasons were tending to decline, The essential weakness of the
situation began to show itself. The ultimate closure of the school wss thus a
question of time. I was one of those who were sceptic about the wisdom of
undertaking the large gnancisl obligations of running a complete and efgcient
primary school without an adequate funded capital.

Secondly, in the circumstances of the community and the permanent
interests of the children, I felt that a complete divorce of the local vernacular
languages fmm the curriculum wss not desirable. Needless to ssy that on
this point there wss a marked differenc of opinion.

Their Second Annual Report cohtalned the following passage: " A worker
for society needs roust give an honoured place to differing minds in hie.
scheme of social service. The Committee expects every member of the Msh-
rsita community of South India who earnestly thinks about pmblems of
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communal welfare to co-operate with it, and guide its deliberations, and
make the Association representative of thd future of our communal life snd
an effective. central organization for the realisation of our progressive life."

The Fund hsd already successfully orgsnised itself for seven years on a
provincial basis. The claim of the Association to become "an effective cen-
tral organisation for the realisation of the progressive life of the community"
naturally caused much embarrassment to members snd to workers. Those
assembled st the Seventh Annual meeting of the Fund in 1919 voiced a
desire for the unification of all desirable communal activities and for better
finsncisl support. With the approval of the Managing Committee of the
Mshrstts Education Fund� I convened s meeting as Honorary Secretary of
the Fund, at 4 p.m., on 28 � 9 � 1919 at the Ssrads Hall, Triplicane,  the pre-
mises of the Mshsrsshtra Association, Triplicsne! of six members of the
Managing Committee of the Fund, six representative members of the Mshs-
rsshtrs Association snd three other gentlemen of the community interested in
communal activities, with Rao Bshsdur C. Krishnszwami Rso in the Chair.
The object of the meeting wae to explore all avenues of unifying all desirable
communal activities snd arrive st agreed conclusions in a spirit of give and
take. But the Msharsshtrs Association had just an hcur before held a special
meeting snd hsd given speci6c instructions to the representatives chosen by
them. After considerable discussion it was found that,the proposals put for-
ward by the Association were such ss could not be accepted by the Fund.
The meeting terminated without anything tangible to its credit, except that
both sides understood each other's view-point snd agreed to differ. For nearly
three years thereafter the supporters of the Association worked hard. But the
School wss soon closed down, the rented premises were given up, the library
was shifted, snd the Associatiori itself ceased to work in 1928.

To the credit of the Association must be said that the dramas enacted
by them were well-attended snd brought the community into living-touch
with the modern dramatic literature of Msharashtra. The actors who took
part in the drsruas hsd necessarily to read several dramatic works to choses
the play and afterwards to get by heart the pieces for their respective parts.
The library contained many good books snd some members st least took s
genuine interest in reading Msrathi.

I do not say anything about thc Second Maharashtra Association started
in 192S, ss it is not within the scope of this article to mention anything about
existing institutions serving the community in some direction br other.

THE MAHARASHTRA NIDHI LTD.
The supporters of the Mahsrsehtm Association promoted a banking con

cern known as the Maharashtra Nidhi Ltd., io carry on banking business
and to make s suitable grant-in-sid annually to thc Association after paying
a reasonable dividend to shareholders who were mostly members of the
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community. After the Association became defunct in 1923, the rules of the
Nidhi were amended so se to give to the Fund the grant-in-sid originally
fntemled for the Association. After a few years there wss mismanagement,
snd serious defalcations ceca*ed. The Secretary and Treasurer absconded,
snd the Company went into voluntary liquidation. Fsr from the Association
receiving sny benefit from the Nidhi, this experiment cost the community s
'great desk The defalcation wss to the extent of several thousands of rupees.
The shareholders lost sll the capital they had put in. The creditors and the
depositors got back only a dividend of 9 annus in the rupee. Above all, the
good Msharashtrian friends who agreed to serve as Direetom were obliged to
pay in all about Rc. 30,000 to settle with thc creditors.

The failure of this institution brought to the forefront one of the most
esspntial elements of the situation � the paucity of workers in s field where
capacity and efficiency count snd the need to provide full safegusrdh in all
financial adminisfrstioo.

V

AIMS AND OBJECTS

Let me now resume the narrative of the Fund's work snd progress from
1912 to 1937 without sny more digression. Reference hss already been made
to the simple snd elastic set of rules framed in 1913, with the 'Objects
clause ' stated in equally simple snd elastic language. The rules were slightly
altered in 1918. After the Sarsds Hall meeting on 28 � 9 � 1919 proved abor-
tive, the question of s fufither revision of rules wss taken up, in connection
with the registration of fhe Fund under the Societies Registration Act
 Act XXI of 1860!. I framed s set of rules which was accepted by the
Managing Committee, with some modificstions, and placed at an
extra-ordinary general meeting beld on 31 � 7 � 1920. With a
few further modification, the rules were adopted. The occasion
was alee' used to place the memorandum of Association on a, com-
prehensive footing; the fundamental ideas alone were incorporated in the
Memorandum; while matters of lesser importance and those relating to mere
procedure werc relegated to the Section of Rules and Regulations. In fram-
ing the Memorandum, the Fund was guided not only by its own experience
of about eight years but also by the experience of previous institutions which
had worked with similar aims. The result wss that though there wae sn
occasion to revise "the rules snd regulations" of the Fund in 1935 to suit
the needs of the time and ita own expanded activities, there was no necessity
to touch the Memorandum of Association, which was quite comprehensive snd
complete for sll practical purposm.

The registration of ihe Fund in 1920 added greatly to the stability of the
Fund and big donations began to flow in quite steadily
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Natura! y the work of promoting educational advancement claimed the

first attention. The clauses relating to this line of work are as follow:�
 I! To promote the higher education af Marathi speaking boys and

girls in colleges affifiated to the Universities of Madras and
Myaore snd in such other institutions as msy be decided upon
by the Board of Directors from time to time, by granting scholar.
ships to poor snd deserving. students.

�! Td afiord all possible fscilitiee to Marathi-epeaking youths for the
acquisition of commercial and technical knowledge by adopting
euch mesne se may be prescribed by the Boar'd o'f Directors
from time to time.

�! To afford sll pdeeibqe fscilitiee to young men and women of the
Mahratta Community for undergoing training, leading to pro-
fessional careers such se Medicine, Engineering, Commerce,
Agriculture and Law in institutions that msy be decided upon
by the Board of Directors from time to time.

�! To assist in sll possible Vcaye students belonging to-the South
Indian Mahrstts community etudying abroad.

The first clause relates to the grant of scholarships to poor and deserving
students to promote their higher education in Colleges affilisted to the Uni-
versities of Madras and Myeore. Under the provision that the Board of
Directors can recognise other institutions sfeo, scholarships sre now made ~
available to students reading in Colleges affiliaicd to the Andhrs, Annsmalsi,
snd Benaree Universities. Of course, the recently started University of Tra-
vsncore will also be added to the list st the next meeting of the Board of
Directors.

The second clause does not refer merely to the sward of scholarships.
We deeire to afford all possible faeilitiec to Marathi-epeaking young men and
women to acquire commercial snd technical knowledge. We hAVe eo fsr
awarded scholarships tenable in commercial institutions like the Gaxernment
School of Commerce, Madras, snd. Technical Institutions like the Ghengslva-
rays Nsicken's Technical Institute snd the 'Engineering College st Madras.
If suitable applicants are forthcoming, it-ie the-intention of the Managing
Committee to provide fscilitiea for our young,men to get.proficiency in such
subjects ae Printfng, Photography, Painting and Soulpture, Textile Industry,
the Leather Industry,.Tailoring and other subjects. We feel that very soon
the community will recognise"the necessity and the gr'eat praetiosl value of
giving such education snd trainiffg to our young men. The fscilitiee con-
templated by this clause will include bdhrding and lodging, securing places se
apprentices paid or unpaid, and scenting seats in such metitutione whether
in the Madras Presidency or outside. Of course, more honorary workers and
more money will be required to make this part of the work ae big s success as
if, deserves to be.
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Equally important ie the work of giinng similar facilities to our young men
snd women for undergoing training leading to professional careers as indicated
ib clause �! shove. Already there is a specific endowment fcr promotion of
medical studies and a number of our young men have rcccivcd scholarships for
medical courses. From our general funds engineering snd eoiiuuerce have
both required and obtained adequate support,. So far there hss been no appli-
cation for aid in the Agricultural College.

The fourth clause is even more ambitious. The ides is to assist in all
possible ways students belonging to the South Indfan Mshratta community
studying abroad. This is not,restricted 4o poor stgdents,only, even as the
Obiect clauses �! and �! are not restricted to poor students alone. I wish
to lay emphasis on this aspect of thc work ae sometimes an erroneous impres-
sion is found among the members of the community that the Fund is only
au eleemosynary institution giving money aid te needy and deserving college
boys snd gir!s. This impression hss to.be. corrected whenever snd wherever
found. As an imtsnce may be cited the.recent award of s scholarship to a
girl who is epecialising in Indian Music by undergoing a course of training in
the. Music Dip orna class conducted by the University. Ae another instance
msy be oited the case of a young qualified L.N,P. whc wss given a sclloiar-
ship to undergo special Post Graduate Training in. the School of Tropical
Medicine st Calcutta. Recently a member from,Trivsndrum who belongs to
sn aristocratic and well-known family desires that the Fund should take upon
itself the responsibility of looking. after .the bighqr educatien of his eon st
Madras, acting as it. were the local guardian of the boy. This work will un-
doubtedly come x ithin the scope of the. Fund'e activities; The Fund hae
carried on much propaganda work among the member~ of the community,
rich and poor, uiging upon them the claims of higher education snd technical
education. This incessant propaganda for the last 25 years hss borne rich
fruit and it mUst be admitted on.all hands that there has been a most en-
couraging response from the community to sll these appeals and activities of
the Fund.

The li'und hae eo far awarded scholarships to shout 101 students to meet
their College and Sohool fees to the extent of about Rc. 20,000. It is onc
remarkable feature of this institution that scholarships awarded are return-
able in very small monthly instslments by the recipients after they begin to
earn. Out of /he 101 persons who have received sid, 26 past scholarship-hold-
ers have refunded in full snd 24 of them have returned in part, the amounts
received by tham together with interest at a small rate The tcia! amoimta
80 far refunded exceed Re. 7,000. This ensures a regular source of income to
the Fund, besides giving to the psst scholarship-holders sn opportunity to
demonstrate in a tangible t'orm their loyalty and gratitude to the Fund whose
timely assistance enabled them to have decent starts in life. I'urther details'
of the scholarship-holders and their present position ih life will be found in
the succeeding psgee.

3
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FjCOKOAIIC A! IEI.IOR ATION
The second main object of ihe Fun<i rclntes to <conomic advnn<cmcnr.

Thc clauses relating >o this tapir, are:�
�! To amei>erato the condition of the AIahraita community settled

in South India. hy the diffusion of u cful knm>le<lge among them.
�! To concert snch measures, as may from time >o time hc necessary

for the a<ivancmnent. of tl>c. Rfahrntta < onmu>nity in South Indin,
an<i to do nil . uch acts as may bc necessary nnd conducive for
etfectually <arrving <u». the obj<ris of tlm Fnnd.

I:nder the revise<1 rules, the >Ianoging Co> nuittce are r<quir<d to cet
apart 10,1 of the nct receipt. for building >q> an Fcnnomic Aumlioration I'und
as pr«vidcd for in Object,  v! of the Vien>orandum of Assoc>at>on, provided
thai ilu to>al amount to the crc<lit of the Econn>mc Amelioration Fund <Ines
nnt exc«gl Rs. 1,000., The Fund has recently conducted an economic census
of thr Ivfahra>ta c<nnmunity, Brahmin, Kshatriya and others, resident >vithin
the City of SIadras. The results of the census are given in thc for>n of special
articles in th>s volume. A nu>nbcr of voluniee> 1>ave assisted the Fund in
rnrrying out this difficult. worl to n succ<ssful cnnclusion. It, is proposed to
take a similar rensus in the rnofussil also anti to consolidate th< results so
obtain'e<i, in order that we may have e. comprehensive picture of the economic
position of the community all over the Presidenry.

I co ursa and debates on snbjecLs liko Ilnemployment, Co operative Hous-
ing, Chit 1'unde, and the pron>otion ot thr>ft. Bankmg as n, career, Agriculture
as a, career, et<., have «lso boon hei<1 from ti>ne to tin>e. ' The I'und has also
pm>uotcd thc 1>lahore. htra Building Socie>y l,td, >vhich i. a Co-upe>ai>ve
Building Soe>eiy rcgistrr<,d under the" kfadras Cs-opera>ivc Societies Act of,
7062. The community has not a yet rcah,wl the scope aml imp<ntance of
this aspect of our >vork. Th< pre-occupations of the worker. of the Fund in
connection >vith ihe act>viiies of the Silver,lubilcc, thc S. S. Baghavendra
Itao's Elements>0 School and thr >vv>sion of the rules m 1%5 have prevenqed
them fr<un ronccntratmg npon th>s part of the I'und's >vork. It, is proposed to
do in thc ncnr future int<.*ns>vr. >vork in thar. direction. A embers of the
Bu>1<ling Society can hu>ld house. anvwhcrc >vi>hin the li>nits of the City of
Iufadra~ <n> s»es owned bv them snd >hc Sori<tv»ill advance loans to them
for surh but du>g purposes on>, of finances lent <n>irely by the Government,
of f<fadras tl>rough the Co-op<>ative 1!spar>ment Her<ntly thc hfadras
 "overnment havo reduced thc rate of interest charged fnr loans advanced tn
Co-operative Bu>lding Soc>et>es to 4 pcr cent per annum. This i a very
nttra<t>ve rate mdeed and thc I'und trust tha»vith the spread of further
infornmtion on tl>c subject. good results null b<. Produced in thi" direction
nlso

Anoth<r imperceptible manner in v hich n>nch good has come nmy he
stated hove. The frequent mcetincs and opportunities for soc>al intercour.e
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afforde by the Mshrstta Education Fund have created s spirit cf h'ealthy
social service and mutual support.

THE LANGUAGE SECTION
The next important object of the Fund is to promote the study of Marsthi

snd to preserve the language in South India by:
 o! providing grants of money to educational institutions for meeting

in whole or in part the salary of qualifie Marstbi teachers for
giving instruction in Msrsthi as an Optional Vernacular and in
Msrsthi Composition; provided no grant shall be made to any,
institution in which the. number of Marathi-speaking pupils who
benefit by such instruction is for two consecutive years lese than
twenty each Tear;

 b! running elementary schools for girls in suitable Mshrstta centrm,
Marl thi being the Vernacular in the curriculum of studies; pro-
vided no such scbool shall be run without st least twenty pupils
on ite rollep unless special exemption is granted by the Board of
Directors;

 c! forming libraries and readiug classes for ladies snd gentlemen iu
different centreb for the purpose of studying Msrsthi Classics
and otherwise improving their mother-tongue;

 d! maintaining s central library of Msrsthi books at Madras, and
running free reading rooms st different ceatree for the benefit of
the members of the Fund, to give them access to standard
Msrathi books and current Msrathi newspapers, periodicslei
etc.;

 e! encouraging candidates who cit for public examinations offering
Marathi as one of the subjects by granting them special scholar-
ships snd by supplying them with text-books in Marathi gratis;

 f/ arranging for periodical meetings and gatherings of Marathi-speak-
ing people in different centres for the purpose of lectures, hari-
ksthae, etc., provided sll the proceedings be in Marsthi;

 F! doing such other acts as the Managing Committee msy deem pro-
per in this behalf.

The detailed methods of work indicated in the above clauses apeslt for'
themselves snd require no further elucidation. Clause  g! hac been frequent-
ly availed of by the Managing Committee to bring within the scope of the
Fund'a work forms of activities not epecifically covered by tbe remaining
clauses. The same purpose hae also been achieved by resorting to clause �!
of the Objects whrch authoricea the Fund to concert such measures, aq,msy
from time to time be necessary; for the advancement of the Mshrstts corn»
munity in South India, and to do all such acts se msy. be necessary snd con-
ducive for effectually carrying out the objcctr of the Fund, All the works
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relet>ng to thc pron>o>ion of MaraLlii and thc social, recreational an<1 li<crail<
activit>es of the Fund are place<1 m the hands of a member of the Managing
Comm>ttec who is to devoi<. h>s special attention to tins v:ork. Iii Lhis work
hc is assisted by a  ".oniinitiee called the ' Language Co>nriiittee ' which is
n<nnina<ed by ihe bfauaging Coinmittec of the Irund and works under >ts
general control. Tbc I.anguage Section of Lhe I'und has been for scvcral
ycs.rs arranging poriod>cal meetings, Marailn kirtaii, dcl>ates and other func-
tions v;hcncvcr pore>ble. These have bi>en generally well attended and n>em-
bors have cvmccd much enthumasiu, In >vork of this kind there arc many
lunitations of a practical character which niust be rcmcn>bere<1. Home years
ago Lbc Man»ging C<nninittee of the Fund opened correspoudenre with the
Has<I>easter of the Hindu Ihgh Schuol< Triphcanc< wi>1> a vioiv to gei, a
Mu>uthi tcuchcr appuinted to impart instruction in >iVfarathi as an Optional
Vernacular in place of Tamil or Telugu m tlie IV, V, <k YI Fences of the
Schoot Thc orrangcmcnt suggested wss that the Fund shouhi in>t>ally pay
thc salary uf s, <lualifiedMsrstl i teacher aiul aftei so>ne ti>ne thc educational
dcpartnicnl, sl>oui<i lie pcrsumlcd Lo make a spec>al tcs,ching grant to mcc> Lhc
whole or sorus p>irt of the salary of the bfsrath> teach<r. Tl>c Head>uaster
obtair><xl thc requisite statmtical information. It was ascertained that
Marathi-speaking pupils in Lhc three higlu:r fern» ivere ioo fei< and even 'ill<!v
tvcrc not prepared to give up Taiu>l as a Vernacular and study Marathi in >ts
place. In tho circumstances tlie Head>nester felt that there wos no use in
mak>ng an experiment and ilia iiks, v,as dropped.

ThcFund has been >naintammg a Marathi library ii> Triplicanc a>ul has
bccn runnmg a free reading room, v;hmc s, few Marath> papers snd journals
arc uiadc uvailabld to i,hc readers.

POLITICS, ETC
Another imporLant provi~ion m ihc ibferiiorundu>ri of A sociation is that

thc Fuud shall not un<kriake any ac«vity of a poht>cal character nor shall
any part of iis fu>uls bc uLiliscd for such activit>es. This specific Vrovision
has insole it easy for several Government servants io bc mmobcrs ol' the Fund
and to take a prouunen< part in its aciivit>cs.

THE SCHOOL IDEA
Suceessivc Itianag>ng Corn>nit tee of >lie Ii'uiid have hsd before then> ih<.

idea of running an elementary school wher<. >Maratf>i instruction csn be im-
parted to boys and girls as liiil't of the school curriculum. At thc 9th Annual
meeting held in 1921 ilie Fnn<l agreed to take over udder its r>wn manage>nant
tlie Marathi,3chool at 'I'anjore thed manage<i by iblessrs. T. San>bsu>urilu Ra<>,
V. Malhari Ruo and others on thc distmgt stipulation that the local gentlmnon
should foun theme<ives into a Iir>nrh of the lvlshri<tts Educobon.Fu>ul and
bo m managmneni of ihc Scbool ou l>rluilf of the I'und, sml that the financial
rr.pon. ibiliiy of Lhc Fond sliould no<, in any event exceed 25 prr crni of its
act anin>o! collectioi>s At that stage our Tuniorc n>einbcrs werc unable to
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shoulder the responsibility' of managing the school; and it wae naturally
impossible for the Managing Committee of the Fund working at Madras to
manage an institution at Tanjore without any recognised local branch to
bear the responsibility and eo the scheme had to be given up.

The Fund attempted the next beet. In 1923 the Fund started the Myla-
pore Marathi Girls School. Pupils were taught only reading, writing and
arithmetic in Marsthi and the claeeee were held every Saturday and Sunday
for two hours in the morning The teaching wse entirely in the hands of
four ladies who were good enough to render voluntary service with great enthu-
siasm. The classes were held for the first few months st the residence of
Mr. R. Vasudeva Rao, Kuteheri Road, Mylspore, snd thereafter by the kind
permission of the management at the premises of the National Girls High
School in Mylapore. There were about 50 pupils attendiag the school snd
the children were greatly benefited. After 18 months of useful work the school
hsd to be closed down as two of the lady teachers left Mylapore, and the
remaining two found it difficult to continue their work on account of personal
inconveniences.

The brief success of the school and the closing thereof in the shove cir-
cumstances, made the Managing Committee think of acquiring s running
school at Triplicsne and providing therein instruction iu Msrsthi for one
hour a day and depending wholly on paid teachers. With this end in view
negotiations were carried on with Iflr. Sundarsrajs Rao, the Headmaster and
Proprietor of the Sama Rso's Elementary School, Triplicsne in the year 1930.
Before the negotiations reached a definite stage, Mr. Sundararsja Rso died
and the conversations were continued with his representatives. Arrangements
were practioally completed for the acquisition by the Fund of that school for
the eum of Rs. 1,500 as s running institution; but unfortunately when the deed
of conveyance wae presented to the vendors for their signature they went
back on the arrangement and wanted a much larger amount. On account of
the uncertainty in the matter of teaching grants and the award of compensa-
tion for aided schools, the Fund wae not in a position to take undue risks in
the matter and they waited for a more propitious opportunity before they
could take up that or any other schooL In 1932, the Madras Elementary Edu-
cation Act wae suitably amended snd schools were permitted to levy face
from pupils snd rules regarding teaching grants were framed and published.
The Fund began to consider the question of acquiring sn existing school in
Triplicane, as the Sama Rso's Elementary School had already passed itlto ths
hands of others.

While this wss under contemplation, a new proposal came upon the scene,
The followmg notice was issued by the eigpatories in a personal capacity with-
out reference to any existing institution:�
"Dssn Fsmfrn,

We are calling a meeting of a few ibtereeied members of our commu
niiy on Tuesday 16th iiwtant at 5-30 P.mo st Sarada Hall, TriPlicane, to dis
cuss over a friendly cup of tea s scheme for
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�! starting at first an Elementary Marathi School with the help oi'
the Corporation of Madras,

�! conducting later on sn Anglo-Marsthi Middle School through pri-
vate enterprise,

�! providing later still s local High School with the services of a
quslifred Marathi teacher.

We shall feel very arateful for your esteemed attendance and advice.

Yours in service,

T. A. RAMA RAO,
T. ARRA!I RAO,
RAJARAM PINGLR,
KRIsHNA BAI NIMBRAR."

Madras,
12 � 8 � 1822.

 i! Governruenl, recoguitiou will be dilficult to obtain as there is no
suitable inspecting staff with cufficient knowledge of Marsthi.

 ii! Afl.er the V Standard, pupils who pass out of the School will find it
impossible to continue their Msrathi studies for want of instruc-
tional facilities in the High Schools and it will not be possible or
practicable for High Schools to make special arrangements to
provide instruction in Msrsthi in sll subjects in which instruc-
tion hsc to be imparted through the medium of the vernacular.

 ui! In the keen struggle for existence, a good knowledge of the local
vernacular is indispensable for young men snd women domiciled
in this province and. exclusive instruction in Msrathi will be
found in the long run to be detrimental to their iulercels aud
will not give them the necessary equipment to survive in the
struggle for cxistenee.

 ie! Parents living in and about Triplicane and willing to send their
children io snch a school will not be found In cuff!ciently large

This notice was put in my hands at 4 p.m., on the very dsy of the meet-
ing and I attended it. I explained to those assembled the facts relating to
the repeated attempts of the Mshrstta Education Pund to secure and to run a
school at Triplicane with the object of imparting iustruction in Msrathi for
one hour every day as part of the school time-table. Stmng opinions were
expressed on the part of some persons who were present, that any school that
should be started, should be an exclusively Marsthi School, imparting instruc-
tion in all subjects in the Msrathi language without making any provi-
sion for teaching Tamil or Telugu. A very interesting debate Chen followed.
I formulated the following objections to the proposal of s purely Marathi
Elemenlary School:�
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numbers, to warrant the starting or the conducting of a school
where the medium of instruction will be Msrathi.

'e! The financisl responsibility for the starting anil the running of a
school of the above character will be iao heavy to be undertaken
by the Mshratta Education Fund or by any other organisation
working for the general advancement of the community.

It was therefore agreed that the requisite statistics should be collected
snd s proper budget framed before the subject cauld be further considered.
So a committee was appointed ta collect the necessary statistics snd to frame
a budget, showing the probable income and expenditure for the School. But
unfortunately, the Committee did not function snd therefore no report could
'be expected from them. Nearly.two years elapsed snd yet na report wse
placed before the community. In 1934 the Managing Committee of the Fund
decided to apqujre the S. S. Rsghsvendrs Rso's Elementary School, at Tri-
plicsne, and the transfer of management wss completed on 12 � '3 � 1934.

At the meeting of the Managing Committee held on 20 � 5 � 1934 the
following resolutions were passed:�

"Resolved that the following School Compdttee be constituted ta be
in charge of the administration of the School under the general con-
trol of the Mshrstts Education Fund:�

�! M.R.Ry. Ra'o Ssheb T. K. Hanumanths Rao Avl., rs.s., x.xa
rs.x.e.,  Chairrsaa! .

�! Mr. E, Vinsyaka Rso,  Carrcsponderff!.
�3 Srimsti N. Amruani Ammsl M.s., L.T., Asst. Professor of

Physics, Queen Mary's 85gege, Madras,  ffan. Secretary!.
�! Mr. T. Ramacbsndra Rao, a.s.
�! Mr. P. Subramanya Rso,
�! Sow. Rema Bsi  Mrs. R. Krishna Rao!, and
�! Srimsthi Indirs Bai, a,s,, L.x.

Resolved that the affairs of thc school be p!aced rn thc hands af the
School Committee with effect from today, subject to such resolu-
tions as may be passed by the Managing Committee of the Msh-
ratts Education Fund, fsom time to time."

The School receives a teaching grant of about Rs, 1,000 per annum from
the Educational Department. There sre now Fight teachers in the School snd
five standards. One Msrathi teacher is on 'the staff giving instruction in
Msrsthi for about one period s dsy to every class. The School is located ht
No. 17, Psrthssarsthiewsmi Street, Triplicane, centrsfiy situated with s large
Msrathi-spesking population around the schooL The experience of tha Fund
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for the last 3>rs years in the management of the school has been quite satis-
factory and encouraging. Tl>c Fnnil i con i mnplating to u»ikc thc school pre-
mises;i suitsl>lo eilucat>on»i ccntrc for the. dove!opmcni, of glarathi studies
among adults also. Alrcadv, a<vcr»l of the periodical meetings and gatlirr-
ings of the lrund arc held in the p>'causes of thc School and the read>ng room
of the Fun<1 i located in the, eh»el building. The School requires a liuilding
of its ov:n and there i< every reason to hope that thc community will g>ve to
this scbool all the material snd mnral support ivhich it d«erves.

AFFII,IATION OF OTIiEB INSTITUTIONS
Being a Central Association organised on a Province wide ba.is, ihe Fund

nstnrslly dea>res to bc linked to itself by lionds of mutual good will and co-
operation sister inst>tuiione, concentrating on onc or other object. nf the
Fuml, whether workmg in the Mclropoliian city or in the mol'ussil. For ex-
nmple, tliere >nay hc a sma!1 boarding house for Nlsrathi speaking <hiklren at,
a place like Proddatur. By that institutinn be< oming affiliatrd to the Mah-
ratta E<lucstion Fund it <vill hove thc mlvantage of iis activitic- beconiing
better known to the members of the Fund and to the comiiiunity at large
through th< annual report. regularly printed and circulated every year and
through meetings and other means of publicity adopted by the Fund froin
time to l,ime. The Fund will have the advantage of lmving a group of orgnnis-
ed workers sympathi ing with tho Mahratta Education Fund in its w<irk an<i
acting in consonance with its ideals and methods of work. The Fund rccog-
nises thai every local institution which does»iiy part, of the work which >s
included among iho <>hjects of tbo Fund is to that extent promot>ng thc work
of thc Fund for thc benofit of thc comiiiunity. Iyith tl»s euil iii vieiv, thc
rules provi<le iliai in tituiions whose objects sr<i ihe seine, as one or morc
of tlie oi>jeris oi' the Fund, may apply  or alfil>at>on to th<. Fund and that
afiiliated institutions msy be given aucli urania-in aid as may hc <leemcd
proper arid nnder such conditi<ms as niay be fixed by the Managing Commit-
teee. This provision while trcngthcning the one centrnl organisation of the
comnninity will give mowil, and, to some extent, even material support fio
individual,institutioiis working in diffcrent centres in co-operation will> the
Mahrs.ita Fduca lion Fund.

BRANCHES OF THE FUND
The rules also provide for the constitution of 13rsnches of the Mahraito

Education Fund in diff<rent, centres both within the City of Madras and out;
side. The rugs provide for the constitution of a I.oral Comiiiihee and a
Branch secretarv to die< lmrge su<q> fun< t iona as may h< allotted to the
Branch bv il» Managing  !ommittee froin time to time It is also prnvided
that e>'ery Branch Secretary shall have'notice of all meetings of the Manag-
i"ig Coirnnii,t,<e and thc Board of Directors and he shall be entitled to attend
any cuch meetings and to take part in the d>scussion without a right to vote,.
This will !seep the Branches in intimate touch with the Managing Committee.
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Such branchc, arc now functioning a>. Tanjorc, Trichinopoly, Coimbatore,
Cuddappah >in<1 Bond>ay. It is lmped tl>at m other centres also branches ivil!
goon begin to function.

VI
A FEIV DEPARTED FRIEiqDS

It is appropriate to refer to the valuable work <lone by n feiv of the
important oflice-bearers of the Fund wlio ari. no> ivith us no«' to enjoy the
Silver Jubilee Celebrations.

Rao Saheb Y. Ran>acliandra Rao, s.s., was the first Vice-President of thc
Fund and he 1>cld off>cc from 1912 to 1920 In his diat!i in 1920, the. Fund
sustained a seoouc lo.s. I nn>st acknowk<lg<. with gratitud<. the great affec-
tion and kindness ivhich hc: always sl>owed nic personally and t<> tlic Fund.
Hc was a man of great >noral earnestness, probi>y of thought, unsullied
character aml integrity. Hr never spar<f1 himself or oth<rs in thc proper
d>schnrge of duties undcrtsk<'n. A nmn of coul and cain> judgment, he harl
the courage of his conv>ctions subl>mated with a passionate idealism an<1 hc
always <>i<i «liat he conceived to b<* .right without being deflected by any fear
of the ronsequenbes. H>s association with the'Fund in the first eight years
was sn asset of inestimable value. It is s source of joy and strength to us
to find that the mrmbers of his family continue to give to the Fund the sarnc
enthusiastic support.

Dewan 13aliadur K. Krishnas>carny Rao, o.>.s, thc hrst President of the
Fund, rcmaincd m ofiic< tm elcvcn years from 1912 to 1922, when hc died.
I must herc rcronl >ny dr op debt of sffect,>on snd gratitud< to hi»i I still
remember thc way >n which he listened to me in 1912 >chen I had more than
one interview wi>l> liini at his resiilence in connection with my proposals for
the preliiui>mrv meeting held on lotl> September 1912. I rm»c>aber equally
vividly witli gratitude. tli< very kind t<rms in «h>ch hc proposed me as the
first Honor:iry Secrct,ary' of flic I'und on 15 � 9 � 1912. 1 «'ss tlren ouly 21
and I felt som<what. diflidcnt to acecpt tl>e very heavy r<. ponsibility. He aml
Rao SahcJ> P. Ramachandra Rao pressed mc to accept the office w>theat any
hesitation and said tl>at I began >vith the blcssirigs of twh ohl »>e>i snd pro-
inised to g>vc me all <heir support arid advice. To-day after 29 years, I
realise' that tlie bk>«sings of thos< pious and great souls havo been potent
indccd. I learnt, a great deal sittmg at the>r feet. If Dc>van Bahadur R.
Rnghunatha Rao influenced mc in certain d>rcrtions, Dc>van Bahadur K.
Kvishnasws>ni Rao influenced mc in certain other directions ivith equal and
lasting cffcct. Thc Fund owes niuch'to it. first President. Of a conservative
and Go<i-'fearing tmnpcramcnt, his very presence at any meeting created a
spiritual atmosphere. lhs transpsren>. smcerity arid ever kind and affertionste
ape<.ch touched thc hearts of every one present,. In his presence there
was no question of any angry discussion or <xhibition of any personal vanity
or ill-temper. At no me<ting have I scen hi>n frown or say an angry word.
Hc was an id<el Pre~ident for any social service orgam..ation. E,c gave a

4
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real cpiritusl toucli to all our proceedings and placed the Fund's work on a
high level ot n>oral clcvation and purposefulness. Tl>c poor scholarship-
hulder was not s, needy boy reqmnng a few rupvec bnt wac a soul strugghng
for expansion under grave hsndi<ap:, to assi. 1 ivh<>m ives to plcasc yonrsclf
and to please God. I mn painfnlly Aiware that sometimes our workers lmve
fallen short of thi ~ high standard. I may be permitted to say that whenever
I becoi»c personally a<rare of such a deviation in me or in my co-wo>kers, I
have r>iadc cvcry ctIort in iny poivor io sct th< vorrv t. level again. The next
contribution of hi to the Fund as a ren<i>vnvd adininistrator is naturally tiie
high level of efficiency ivhich lu: ha, tsuglit tliv I'"uiid to nmintain s nce its
inception. While he forgot nothmg, 1>e was ready to forgive all. Only a
man ol hic culture and cpiritual rffi<nv s coul<i practise thnt rare virtne.
I.<>. rer men ran only ndmir< from a rhstnnce anil ~ t>ivc to risc to thnt level
in the fulnevc of t.in>e

De<van Bshadur R. Rsu>scl>gndra Rao succeeded Dewan Bahmlur K.
Krishnaswami Rao on the latter's de»use in 1925. 'fl>o second President of
thc Fund ives a radical and s. democra by temperament and very different
from the fii t President. I or some tinic lu hsd k<pt aivay from tbv moven>ent
hol<bng that his nst>onal outlook iva, not consisti:nt iv>th hxs associating him-
self w>th any sectional or conuuuna.l inovvniei>t. I ha<1 cveral tnt<>i icos >iitli
him before I could convince 1>im s»d enrol liin> as a life-member of the Fund.
He had sonic hesitation before he could accept the Presi<lentcl>ip of the Fund
in 1923. When be was convinced, he rightly agreed to be the President of the
I'und. He insisted upon thc i."om>inttee nieetingc being held' at thv. offfcc of
tlie Jun<i, ivluch wcs tli<i lni>rible riwi<1vri<v o i>s S<crvtsry. His lo>ig a<l-
ministrative career continued tu influence the ivork of tbc Fund in the direc-
tion of further eff>cienvy.

fir. C. Bhcema Rao wss one oi those tl>st attended tiie first n>ecting on
15th September 1912. He hsd been once, one of tbe active members of the
>Afaharashtra Sabha, Triplirane Hc was a cousin of >nine, several years oldm
thn>i »>ysclf. Hv laid rnucl> pvr. onal affvrtion, fm mr and imm<n.v fnith in
the sclieines forruulat<d for the estsl>lisl>ment of thc Fund. H< agreed to be
the Treasurer of the 'Fund. As Treasurer lie ct up a very lngl> .ta>alar<1 o>'
efficiency which happily has been mamiained by hic cucceccors in off>ce Thongh
h<i was only s. Treasurer, he placed 1>is services unreservedly at, our <bcpocal
a>iil did a great many tbmgs involvmg v< ry heavy v ork for popular», ng tl>c
ideals of the Fund and c,tablishing it on fir>a foundations.

When I look back over 25 years, I recall to my m>nd the namvs nf many
good aml kind friends who co-operated wirh the Fund and niade iis work so
successful and who unfortunatvly .ir<i not. with us to-<biy to pa>divipatv in tliv,
joys of th<. Silver Jubilee Celebration. To rvcount in detail their names and
their, work will make this article too dong. In the name of ihe community
and on its behalf I shall only say here tliat the Fund <vill be for ever grate-
ful to those good and active mcn and v'omen for all that they have <1one to
the Fund.



L!bur.:::,;- .I.< b;u! H;.I.a~in;
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THE HISTORY OF THE M. E. FUND

I have received the greatest kindness snd support from my friends and
supporters of the Fund who are lisppily with us to-dsy. It, will be invidious
fo mention any names. Let me only say that the very valuable work done
by these tried and steadfast friends of the Fund has taken the Fund to the
stage of its Silver Jubilee; and God willing, with their continued support, the
Fund will reach the Golden Jubilee and the Diamond Jubilee as well in course
of time and many of our friends who are to-day rejoicing on thc occasion of
the Silver Jubilee will live tc see snd rejoice over the later jubilees as well.

CONCLIJSIGIq
The work of the Fund hss not been altogether a bed of roses. Contro-

versies there have been and some times they have been quite heated, the pro-
tagonists of different viewpoints taking very strong vieivs snd giving expres-
sion to them in equally atro'ng ivords.. As the Honorary Secretary and there-
fore the chief executive worker of the Fund I have been obliged to protect
with the utmost vigilance and enthusiasm the interests of the Fuud; and iu
doing so, I have always made every efiort to be as impersonal as possible and
to deal only with the differences in principle and in the methods of work or
methods of controversy. I have given as Appendix A to this article the
Twenty-fifth Annual Balance Sheet of the Fund which presents to the pub-
lic the result of the Fund's work for the last 25 years. Appendix B is the
comparative statement of the progress o$ the Fund for the first twenty-five
years, giving every material information under important heads. As s, cen-
tral organisation incorporated under the Societies Registration Act, supported
snd backed up by the illustrious inen and women who have worked as office-
bearers, snd with the loyal snd grateful support of a body of nearly 100 past
scholarship-holders.who are keenly alive to what the Fund has done for them
and what they should in return do for tbe Fund, the future of the Fund. is as-

*sured indeed. In writing this history o'f the Fund, I hsv'e made every effort
to record truly and faithfully sll the material snd relevant facts' in a dis-
passionate manner. If any' critic should 1'cel that I lieve fallen short of the
idqsl set to myself, I would implore him to attribute the deficiency only to
my pen and not to my heart. To me the work of the Fund has brought
spiritual solace and I cannot adequately describe how much I owe tc the
Fund for the continued joy and spiritual comfort I have received in the dis-
charge of my duties as thc Fund's Seoretary. It is a source of even greater
joy that many other co-workers have been also sharing with me the same
feelings. tvith the continued services of tried and trusted workers, I pray, that
the Fund should grow in usefulness and the Mahratta community in'South
India should continue to give tlic Fund their utmost material and moral support
and rally rouud it in a spirit of faith andhope for the lasting benefit, of the
whole community.

Cur programme might seem ambitious, our work so far might not have
come up to our expectations; but we continue our irork iu a spirit of hope arid
faith. i+lay God bless this huinble attempt to bcttcr our community l
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