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[Keenly seeeible to tbe glories of frforothi poetry, flfr. G. Krishna Ifoo

gives us in this brief orlicle a rtne appreciation of the posh'cot uwrks of lbe
Tondolom brothers.� Zd.]

Of the numerous Maharashtrs Brahmin families that emigrated from the
north and made the South of India their home, there sre not a few that have
left their impress in the world of letters, snd made their contribution to the
wealth of Idsrathi literature. The ancient and valuable manuscripts that are
to be found to dsy in the Library of the Tsnjore Palace bear eloquent teeti-
mony to the fact that tbc warlike Mshratta not only loved to handle the
mrord, but oleo exhibited a fondness for thc pen if he hsd the opportuntiy snd
leisure to indulge in that pleasing art. Some of the Mahrstta Kings them-
selves had tbe gift for literary compositihn ss may be seen from their works.

The two ably edited volumes of the' catalogue ol the Msrathi manueoripts
now extant, in the Tsnjore palace Library, prepared by Mr. T. B. Rsma-
chandra Rso, B.h., a deeply-read Msraths Scholar of Tanjore, throw much
light upon the literary achievements of the older Mshratts period, which de-
serves careful ttudy, and research. It will perhaps be a revelatlott to the
studeot of Marathi literature, if such valuable material is made to sce ihe light
of dsy, by the energetic enterpnse of some hfsrsths scholar snd Savant, and
a sympathetic conunittce of helpers to publieh them. It must be s work of
appreciation and o'f love io dedicate oneself to this task.

Of such literary artiste whose works enrich Msrsthi literature in the
South, the Tandalsm brothers are the most important. The family got that
surname because origrnally all their landed property wss situated in Tends.
lsm, s small village near Tsnjorc. The three gifted brothers, i.e., Rams-
chandrs Rao, Krishna Rso and Gopsl Rao lived snd Souriebed in thc latter
half of the nineteenth century. Rsrnochendrs Rso, the talented Marsthi
poet, wae s village muneitf in Kumbakonsm. Krishna Rao entered Govern
ment service snd rose up to be Deputy Collector while Gopsls Rso became
sn cmmeut educationist., as Principal of the Government College at Kumbs-
konam. His deep scholarship in English Literature compelled the admiration
of many Rngliebmen of bie time.

In spite of tbe Western influences that were then rapidly prevailing, the
Tandslam family retained with it the essence cf Mabratts culture, snd every
one of the talented brothers had the haunting melody of Maratbi poc+ in his
~ ouk Rsmachandrs Rso wielded s prolilic and pleasing pen, and hie poetical
works show that he was a consummate master in the srt of metrical compo-
gition and expression. The book which lies before me' contains his major
snd minor poems, sll of them of uniforth beauty Bttcd with the joy of impss.
cloned feeling snd sublime thought. They are written with an effortless esse

moot ttuv.  float rtst%g rlu guj
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snd masterly expression, both pleasing to the mind snd the esr, in the inward-
ness of their deep spiritual feeling, ss well as the sustained purity of their
external form. Some of the passages of his " Sudhama Bhsgyodaya ", to take
only one of hie poems, are fully reminiscent of the old maeicrpiecee of Marathi
poetry, and remind the reader of the works of Moropant, the great poet of
Mshsrashtrs, who has given us more than one gem of metrical version of
incomparable beauty and feeling, of the moving story, of. the poor friend of
Sri Kriehna'e boyhood, who after years of austere and uncomplaining penury
snd hard life, wss blessed with unbounded riches, and kingly position by Sri
Krishna's grace.

If space permitted I could have quoted certain passages from "Sudhsma
Bhsgyodsys" whish touch the deepest chords of devotion snd spiritual feel-
ing. Like s bird which takes wing and sails in the cloudless empyrean, our
South Indian poet rises to the high sltitudee of reflection by the rousing har-
mony of his song snd expression. He was besides, s consummate scholar in
Sanskrit and s great connoisseur in South Indian music. By nature he wae
ehy and retiring, but when the mood wss on him he took a fancy to sing by
himself in the nights, when sll wss quiet, snd the busy folks hsd gone to bed.
I have heard from old friends that nothing could surpass the carrying sweetness
of his voice, snd its exquisitely soft melody, ss he sang by himself come of
the Keerfhanae of Sri Thysgsrsjs in the silent watches of the night. Music
lovers used to come stealthily snd sit underneath the window, so that they
could not be seen by him, lest he should stop the feast of music on seeing
some stranger, to disturb hie calm isolation. No wonder then that such s
poet-mueician should have left behind him such beautiful works! They sre
not only pleasing in their form snd full of feeling, but carry with them the
fragrance of his loveable personality.

His brother Krishna Rao hae left a collection of minor poems which are
full of promise snd excellence. He wrote them during his few leisure hours,
after discharging his heavy oigcisl duties. When one knows how prosaic snd
dry-ae-duet the work of a Deputy Collector is, it ie a marvel that Krishna
Rao could write such good poems.

Hie younger brother Rai Bshsdur Gopsl Rso hss given us metrical ver-
sion in Msrsthi of Goldsmith'e "Hermit," which shows hie poetic talent st
its best. In its cameo-like brilliance snd beauty it speaks volumes of hie
scholarship in Marsthi snd the great feeling he had for the artistry of
Marathi metre arid poetry. It is cc supple in ite rhythm and eo true to the
spirit and feeling of the original, that it shows how great wae the sdsptabiTity
of his scholarship in his mother tongue, to catch the spirit of the poem of sn
alien tongue.

The collected poems of the three gifted brothers have left Marathi litera-
ture richer in the South not only by the high craftsmanship of their literary
art, but also by tFie fragrance of the memory of the true lovers of their pother
tongue � that tongue which brings to our minds the adorable accents of our
'mothers, who taught us many s 'song snd story while we were young snd to
whose lullabies we often went to sleep,
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Among the Marathi literary figures, Chindad Banker, Nsn Joehi, Rsnga-
ewsmi, Digsmbar snd Tryambak Jyol,irvid have left us short metricaf emn-
positions describing Shshji, hie mother Dips Bai, and the splendour that. wss
Tsilj ore.

Sarfoji seems to have well kept up the literary traditions of hie father' s
court. He himself wse conversant with Sanskrit und Marsthi snd some short
pieces of verse written by hjffi lie scattered among the Marsthi manuscripts in
the Tanjore Saraewathi Mshsl Library.

Ssrfoji wse succeeded by Tukoji who wae a great linguist, knowing Sans-
krit, Msrsthi, Tamil and Persian. He wae the author of "Dhanvsntsri
Vilaes" and "Sangiis Sa«amritra." Sadheiva and Ghanaeysms were among
the more prominent literary figures who.adorned the Court of Tukoji. After
the dexgh of Tukoji, there wae a brief period of confusion; but two or three
years later, Pratapa Simba finslly seceuded.th'e ,Tsnjore Godf in 1LBL He
wae a prolific writer of Msrathi. He is said to have written, among other
works, Riehipanchami Vrsta, Dhruva Charitrs, Prabodha-Chsndrodsys and
Krishna Jsnsns. Trivandur, on the banks of. the Ksveri seems to have been
the most important seat of Marsthi lesrnin. There is s copy, in the Tanjore
library, oi' the "Bharatha" written by Madhsvaeuta. Even Amars Simba,
in the mjdet of hie preoccupations, found time to order Krishna Amatya to
write "Rukmini Swaysmvsre," for him.

Pratapa Simba'e courtesan, Maddupslsni wss tbc author of the amatory
poem 'Radhiks Santvanamu ' in Telugu, parte of which display much learn-
ing. The rhyines sre easy snd the metree chosen are delightful. It appears
that che was helped by her tutor Rsghavachsri, in the composition of the poem.
She wae, besideey the authoress of the lyric poem "Ssptapsdulu" which, with
ite easy snd graceful songs "represents the sge of music as foster'ed by the
accomplished potentatee of Tanjore."

The reign of Tulaja Raja who succeeded Prstspa Simba contMina little, at
any rate in its political aspect, that will fistter Maratha sentiment, snd por-
trays a sorry picture of a faioeo'at king and an upstart administrator. But
strange ae it may appear, oven-in the midst of tbc widely prevalent misery
and unhappiness, the literary and cultural traditions of the royal court were
maintained ss high ss ever.

From literature to mueio, it ie sn easy transition. Tanjore hae been thc
oldest and most infiuential centre of the Ksrnatiks style of Indian music.
The Vedantic and devotional songs of, Giri-raja-ka'vi, Court Musician snd
grandfather of the famous Thyagsyya, were very highly appreciated. by Shshji
who wae himeblf no mean musician and songster. In the reign of Prstapa
Simhs, Adsppaiysr, the expert vocalist and Veena player, vms one of the
Court Musicians Vins Krishna Ayysr Jvas his eon. Another of the musicians
who adorned Pratapa Simba'e Court was Virabhadra Ayysr who composed
many Xfrfonor, pedes and f Ilonor snd tried to reduce South Indian musie to
a system, Pratsp Simba'e successor Tulsjs Raja snd hie coneorte were them-
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selves expert players on the Veena snd were keenly interested in encouraging
musicians. Tulsja wss lavish in beetowmg Sarysmanyam lands and palatial
residences on the favoured artistes of the day. The famous songster-saint
Thysgsyys, who was born in 1759, spent his boyhood at Tiruvadi, six miles
from Tanjore. The more important of the other court musicians of Tulsja
Rsjs's time were Tirumslai Ayysr, son of Vins Adsppaiysr, and Venkata-
subbs Ayyar, who wss presented with five velies of Nsnjsi land for his profi-
ciency in music.

Tulsjs Rsjs, besides invited Mshadeva Annsvi, ohae Mshadevs Nsttu-
vanar'from Tinnevelly for the syetemsiisation of South Indian music. He is
said to have composed msnlsgcirtanas and varnas in Tamil snd Telugu. Vans-
jakehi and Muttumsnnsr, the two dancing girls who had followed him to
Tsnjore used to perform "nautch" before the Rajs, while Mshadevan sang
the vsrna beginning with "Bhoeals Tulajendra Rsjs". The Raja pi@vented
MahadevanrNattuvansr with a hig house in West Main Street, Tanjore, and
ten velis of Nsnjsi land ss ssrvsmsnysm.

Subbsrsys Nattuvansr, a less famous contemporary of Mshadevan
Nattuv'anar, composed numerous songs on Tulaja Raja who presented him
with s building still remefnbered as "Nsttuvsn Ghavadi ". Subbsrsya Nsttu-
vsnar's sons, Ghfnnsiyys and Ponnsfyys were also well versed in music. Pur-
ther, Nagoevoram or Ãadarrcararn is essentially Tanjoresn in origin; to this
source msy. also be, traced the practice of Bhsgsvatsrs performing Kslakshe-
pams with the accompaniment of violin snd mridangam and vmufch accom-
panied by Binnamelsm.
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ar o favour  a hobby oad hcc obtained the Dip orna in !adios Music  Vccno! .
Hc fherefme ter fee rcifh o good knowledge of hic subject Rd.].

T fh inguence of the Maharashtrians un the growth of South .Indian
Musie may be traced iq s variety of directions � both vocal snd instrumental.

It wss the Mshsrschtrisnc that practically introduced and populsrised
the Brcorogoth, in which Chittucwsmi Rao' aud his brother Ksnnuswsroi Rao
<yuck y attained pre-eminence. The Gottu-Vsdys  or Iylahsnstaka Veens!
was specishsed in by Srinivssa Rao snd his igustrious eon Sakhsrama Rso,
who raised it to the level of s puces primary instrument for the concert. The
Northern Indisri fdoyura  otherwise known ss Tcuc in Persian! wss brought
into these parte under the name of Bslasaracwsthi, and Jsgannatha Bhutgo-
swsmi was the only Musician who played on it to perfection. In the rarely
used Jslsthsrsng, Rema Rao was easily the erst snd brought it to s degree of
prominence previously rmknown,

In the other spheres of instrumental music, such sc the Violin and Flute,
there were such great nsruec as Fiddle Venkobs Rao and Flute Ksnnuswsmi
Rso.

Turning now lo vocal musie, the chief Rgures sre Thodi Sunder Rso and
Kamsa Madhava Rao, who sang the respective rsgas for days together to
the delight of all their hearers.

Another result of the impact of the Mabsrsshtrisns on South Indian Music
wae the development of the popular Hsrikatha-kelckehcpsm  Kirtsn!. Prior
to the advent of the Mahsrsehtrisn Buvas or Kirisnkars, there existed in the
Tamil country' only Puronapafanc snd the expositions of religious teachings
through the medium of stories by the Bsghavstars sitting on the pis s of
houses snd addressing large open-sir gatherings. The ides of giving religious
discourses with musical accompaniments wsc got from the Maharschirians.
For the grat time, Tsnjore Krishna Baghavatsr, the most famous of the Hsri-
ksths performers imbibed the Mahro ga style and began giving Katha-kalek-
chepams after  be crew model, aided by�the "Back;singers" and the Mridsng
players.

*His con Mdhad Rao is now practising an the instrument, though hc hae not attain-
ed hic father'c fame.
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As regards technique, the Msharaehtrisn Musicians popularised thc
Deshodf Talc, which is the name given to Hindustani Tale, corresponding to
the Adi Tale of Csrnstic music. In Deesdhi Tale the firet part is s Viearja
of two Aftehorofcoloe followed by three tape st intervale of one akehsrs-
ksls. While, in Adk Tais there is firet s tsp, then an interval of three skehsrs-
kalss, then s tap snd sn akeharskala vissrjs and again s tsp snd sn
akehsrsksls viesrjs. Thus, though the total time in both is 8 akeharakalae,
there is a difference in arrangement The great composer, Thyagsyya, esw the
immense possibilities of this new time-measure snd composed many brilliant
Kritia in this tale, e.g., ~f, fjjgHrf, rfgkmrf, uufuui zruvrenn Another
service they rendered wse that they popularised the compositions of Tukarsm,
Nsmdev, Samartha Ramdse, Moropsnth, Vittslpsnth snd others; snd st,
present the Absngne, Doharae, Ovie, Sskie snd Dindie, which are heard both
in Bbsjans parties and Harikstbs-kalekehepsme sre mostly due to Maharseh-
trisn irdluence.

The Tanjore Rajas, like Tulsjsji snd Sarfoji, were so greatly interested
in music that they sctikely fostered ite growth, Tulsjsji Rajs Ssheb is the
author of the Ssngiths Saramriths "  ddju vnrugrr! accurately describ-
ing the music in vague st the time. Owing to this Royal patronage, Mu'eic
in sll ite branches wse in a fiourishing condition, and Tanjore became such
sn important centre of musical learning that it wse called the " Cradle of South
Indian Music."

*Tide bona is new preeerfbed sn a teat for students sl Itfnvfc in the Mndrsc
Univervitr.
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[The title is self-espfanatory.� Ed.].
History tells ue that every nation hae to work out ite own ideals. Iror

example, the ideal of Ancient Greece was Liberty; that of Rome was Law
and Order; of Great Britain, Commercial Glory; snd eo on. Similarly, 1st us
sek ourselves the question, "What wss the ideal for which the Msharsehtra
Empire stood during the heydey of ite prosperity in the Seventeenth snd
Eighteenth centuries E "

The answer to it ie very well supplied by the Great Sivsji himself w'bsn
tre summed up hie sim in life as service to the land of hie birth snd the cause
of Hindu Civilisation and Culture   gtf sgjtf %4 !. Sivsji had a remnrkable
genius lath for war and peace. He would undertake the most dangerous ex-
peditions against hie enemies snd with apparently s handful of forces get the
most decisive victories. It wse thus that, he became a terror to the Moghule,
But, he wss not a mere soldier of fortune. Great as wse dde glory in the bsttle-
field, hie splendour se an administrator wss greater still.

This statesmanship he owes in no small measure to the.teachings of his
Guru, Sri Rsmdse. Who that reads the account of the scene at Srissils will
not be moved to the depths of hie heart I Sivsji wse aware that he wae always
pursued by hie foes. And however successful be wse in escaping fmm their
clutches, he must have felt terribly annoyed. He could never hope, ss King,
to remain at peace with hie neighbours, especially in those unsettled times or
to find leisure enough for labouring for the salvation of bie soul. He there-
fore determined to take sway hie own life, but fortunately hie patron deity
prevented him fmm doing eo.

Or, look at the wsy in which he wished to get rid of the ceaseless cares
snd anxieties of the empire by shifting on the heavy burden to the shoulders
of his revered Guru I Ssmarth Rsmdae wse astonished at this behaviour of
his. Bg gentle words he slowly persuaded Sivaji to reconsider hie decision.
n You are a Kshatriya and it is your duty," said the sage, n to protest the
weak snd to shield them fmm the oppreeeione of insolent might. Whatever
happens in life, never forsake your Srvadharvsa. Other paths of approaching
the Godhead msy seem more tempting to you, but it, is only the path of duty
that leads to real and lasting glory. It may appear rugged st first, but don' t
be disheartened on this account, Even in the face of despair snd death, for
sake not your true principles,v
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It was s critical moment in Sivaji's life, But even ss Sri Krishna infused
new life snd vigour in his disciple Arjuna, by means of his marvellous teach-
ings in the Gita, so also Rsmdss Swami succeeded in clearing the mist that
hsd clouded the hero's vision, and asked him to carry on his kingly duties as
usual.

However, once the gift hsd been made, it wss impossible to revoke it.
So, the monmch consented to govern the Kingdom ss 'the'Deputy of the Sage
und in, fife name. That is the way in which many a Hindu King acknowledges
his insignificsnce in the face of Mightier powers. Don't we see in our own
dsy that the Raja of Pudukottah styles himself as the Dass or the servant of
Sri Brihadsmbs, the presiding goddess of the region, and the Mahsrsja of
Travancore governs his kingdom as the Doss of Sri Padmsnabhs, the tutelary
deity of the country? The crowned monarchs are only discharging their duties
ae the Deputies of the Lord!

Sivaji was also a great Bhskta. He loved emging the glory of God snd
praising Him I Whenever there was a Bhaj ann Party he gladly formed one
of the number, in spite of his other pre-occupations. As the Saint Tuksram's
Bhajsnae were soul-stirring, he attended them frequently. Hie enemies came
to know of this and wished tc make him captive in one of these unguardcij
moments. But, mysterious are the ways of Heaven, and the great, devotee wss
saved, ae if by s miracle. The soldiers of the enemy mistook somebody else
to be Sivsji sud rsn in pursuit of him, leaving the real hero severely alone.
It wss another proof, if proof were wanting that the Lord keeps up his pro-
mise made in the Gits:�

eiq-.e lfaf-c[IPS'Iqf ff wwi: qffqlub I
ffqj jkISIRlliwIIwl u~ xglrqgrL il

"To those who worship Me wholeheartedly sud repose full trust in Me,
I bung full security."

The successors of Sivsji did not have a tithe of his genius, but the seed
fell on fruitful soil, aud the reign of the Peehwas began. Balsji Visvansth,
Bsji Rao I and Bslaji Baji Rao were sll of them distinguished statesmen snd
generals. They extended the boundaries of the Empire and made it not only
powerful but happy and prosperous. Nsna Phadnavis was reputed for his
wisdom snd his sage counsel. Though virtually they were kings, they never
gave up the simplicity of their habits; snd both by precept and example they
inspired their followers with true courage snd fortitude. Brave in war and
wise in council, they were filled with the spirit of adventure, and colonisation.
Yet they understood that "Peace hath her victories no less renowned than
Wsr," aud in times of comparative quiet, they placed the Administration on s
sound footing and encouraged good and~eat souls who wished to devote all
their energies to Literature snd Art. Poets and philosophers, painlenr snd
sculptors, musicians and Kirtankars � all flourished as they had plenty of free-
dom of thought snd expression. The masses were well cared for, not being
unduly taxed snd were allowed to pursue the even tenour of their lives without
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any kind of disturbance. Beside., Ra>u<tss and Tul-arnm  of whon> mention
has already been madcj Vamdcv, Kkanuth:md Moropnnth werc na>ncs to con-
jnre with, mul everybody felt that he breathed a frm r and purer atmosphere.

Another impnrtant feature of Maharasht>a >s  lie large an>cunt of free-
dom given to tl>e >roman for their self expression. They did not have to hide
their light underneath a bu hei. That, is why i>e find several ladies distinguish-
ing themselves not only ih music and the arts  wh>ch i» supposed to hc th<ir
spcrinl dominionl' but in thc firld of ndministrrtion and state policy. Iyho
has no , been thrilled by the glorious reign of Ahalya Bai of I>afore or th<
remarkahl< bravery shown by Rani Lakslnni Bai uf Jhansi '> Sonayi and
 <ojsyi >vere great devotees of  lod and their uaiues are well kno>vn through-
out Imlia

Tkc A1nhrattas of South Tndia have tned to live np to their high trodi
tions in rvcry >vay, n may br scen from a glance at th< brirf hiogrupbies of
mnincnt m<n  hath psst and pc<senti appearing m a prev>ous art>elc m tl>is
volnmc tyh>1< S>r Afadhsvs Rao, TJcwan Bahadnr Rsghunatlm Rao and
others have folio>vod in the wake of the great. adu>ini trator  hke Sivaji and
Vann Pha<lna>i I and several have d>stmguished theinselve a edu<.stionists
an<i scholar-., ac port." aml music>ans the field of curial service >s taken up>
not hy spy md>vidual or md>v>dnals bu! hy s, well-kmt, orgamsat>on l>ke the
Mahratta K<iucation Fund, Macirns, v >th a large nwmhrrship nnd branrhcs
.prcad in ditTercnt, parts of South Ir.dia. The ineal r>f Bhakti is kept alive
by our Kirtsnkarb the geniu for agin>nistration by tl>e n>sny great TJewans
and Stetson>en, while that of Social Serv>ce is con>inued by the combined
efforts ol'  lie community man>fee cd in an institution like thc M. K. Bund.
So long na these high and noble ideals of service and self sacrifice for the sake
of the >cell-being oi our Alotherland and thr. prcs<uvat>o> ot our glor>ous cul-
ture are kept in unnd by tlic Alahrattas of tho South, there is no doubt that
their future will be couuuensurute v;itl> their»a <.

Ro impartial his>orian liowev<r, <vill t'ail to b< strurk with tbe one great,
defect of thc Msharashtriuns i.c, their >vent of union. Tbe disme>nbcrment of
tlic Kmi>ire followed ss a <hrect result of tins. And> in spite of sorrow and
cnlfrwng tlw1 do not seem to be w>ser than before Tf it is p<ccihle for th<sn
to sct in union, and if they will only learn the lesson of co operative action,
sinking personal difi'crences for the . ake of the greater good, Chen tticir future
is certainly assured. Let us sincerely hope thnt, at least on account of th<ir
b>tter exp<nance in tl>e near, as well as tbe d>stant past, wiser counsels w>ll
prevail and tlmy i< ill act, as one nmn wherever an i>nportant issue is concerned,

I.rt us conclude as wc began. Tyhcre tl>c inte>cats of pur u>othcrland and
our rummon culture are at take, 1st is learn to act in um on; for, then snd
then uloiic can we hope to survive in the fierce competition of 1�odcrn times
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