Some material
questions

Centralisation of power, crony capital have created
gap between citizens and development. Viksit
Bharat should respond to people’s needs better

MILIND SOHONI

'OURPRIME MINISTER has given us adream

‘houses have flourished, generally, at the cost
ofregional businesses and industries. At the
household level, the top 20 per cent have 80
per cent of the wealth. The rest constitutes
theinformal sectorand much ofitserves the
top 20 per cent in low-paying jobs.
Butwhatabout the people? Any democ-
racy requires them to ask material questions
as citizens and then make choices. And yet,
come election time, what the media offers
usisan: echochamberofemouve issuesand

— aViksit Bharatby 2047, Let
this s not only about the GDP but also about
o . - ont

ppylomcelvednle[handemandbetterpub

jobs for people. The GDP part has seen a lot
ofattenuon the people part not somuch.

licservices. T Highsch-
ool students cannot measure timeorlength
and graduates cannot write a first-person

prepare on that front?
One ‘way is to construct a coherent

accountor Theintel-
lectual aspirations of our youth are culml—

aricature, of the po-

sicma[erialquesnons[BMQs)facedbycom-
mon people. This will tell us how well we
a

what i aventablecollapseof
the intellectual capacities of the people.

Let us now trace the BMQs through the
abovestruc

Let us begin with some BMQs. A citizen
may ask: Why is my bus late? Or a farmer
may ask: Where is my ?The

are bad, and bus maintenance is poor. Road
testing standards are promulgated by the
c ¢

small businessman’s lament would be:
Where are my customers? These are ques-
tions faced by a majority of India’s people.
There are, of course, basic social or cultural
questions too: Why is my road unsafe? But
the BMQs will suffice toillustrate the point.

Our political structure formally, even
constitutionally, is layered with a national
superstructure andlargely subservient state
structures. Thereis a concentration of polit-
ical powerat the Centre in Delhi, and within
that, the PM's office. This power is operated
by the IAS and supported by a constellation
ofeliteinstitutions such as the lTs and scien-
tific agencies such s the IMD. These regu-
late most scientific:

arerarely carried out. At the bus depot, there
is little capacity to analyse traffic and delay
dataor funds to hire alocal consultant.
What about groundwater? Again, it is
the Central Ground Water Board which
‘must formulate rules for groundwater use.
Neither it, nor the state agencies, have the
scientific heft or the empirical data todo this.
As aresult, rich farmers draw much more
‘water than their fields recharge, to irrigate
cash crops. Poor farmers depend on PM
Kisan Yojana to make both ends meet.
What about small businesses? A walk
through any district market will show that
pan-national brands have replaced themin
ver, customers re-

— fromfood safety toforest fires. States have

the reo
main oblivious to how their consumption

changing jobs and wealth dis-
jonand

edgeandtypicall capacity tribution (and causing more polluti
toutiliseit. demanding more infrastructure).
‘The legitimacy of executive power flows lndeed the last two decades have
1 excessive
this bureaucracy. old social are at the root of
many problems. India is Just too complex

xams on“natonal curicul” are a par o
Andye

mal accountability unhe executive to the
legislature. [fany, itis to the Supreme Court
or the media. This is evident from the great
shortage of facts — from railway accidents
to Covid-19 mortality rates.

‘The above structure is replicated at the
state level, where it is the Chief Minister’s
office which s the power centre. However,
itmust project power through the centrally
operated IAS above, and the Governor.

m Delhi. The cen-
tral bureaucracy and our: saenllsts andpro-
fessors are not equal to the task. Crony cap-
ital has provided neither jobs nor dignity
nor has it brought efficiency and global
competitiveness. In fact, it is now exacer-
bating regional disparities.

Whatis to be done? If we really wanta
Viksit Bharat by 2047, much of the political
structure needs an overhaul. Above all, we
must connect our problems with useful

Hence, the i of the doubls

reation and eventually, new

gine Here again, otherthan

jobs and We mst bing the

op-
erate the local mediaforattention. The sci-
entificand political culture, freedom of ex-
pressionand the presence of independent
media change from state to state. This ex-
plains, to a large extent, the divergence in
development outcomes.
C

ate opportunities for them to engage wnh
Society. Our scientists and professors must
developatheory of change and ascience of
comprehension and participation. Finally,
our bureaucracy must become more local,
more msponslve and accountable. In other

nal economy and various subsidiary regional
economies. Thereisimmense concentration
of wealthin the hands of about 100 pan-na-
tional business families. These business

soonerthan 2047.
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